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CommiƩ ee MeeƟ ngs
are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

LocaƟ on: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30pm, everybody welcome

Club-night
fi rst Tuesday of each month

This month - 2nd December 2025
Location: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville

7:30 pm 
All members and friends welcome

Wheelspin is the offi  cial magazine of the 
Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street, 

Pukerua Bay, 5026, New Zealand 

The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Club, its members or the commiƩ ee.

You’re welcome to share the content of this magazine, 
please remember to recognise the source, 
writers or photographers of the material.

Original photographs are usually available upon request.

Magazine content deadline
The Deadline for Wheelspin arƟ cles is the 

14TH OF THE MONTH 

If you’d like to submit a story but feel you need 
some editorial assistance please reach out to the Editor

as we can help. 



Seasonal arƟ cling

To my shock and horror, I fi nd myself 
wriƟ ng an arƟ cle for our December 
bulleƟ n.  Partly because I’m wriƟ ng it 
several days past the deadline, so I’ve 
been growled by Chelles, and partly 
because that tells me that we’re geƫ  ng 
towards the end of another year.

For me, the previous month has been 
one spectate, one drive, one car show.

By the Ɵ me the bulleƟ n is out, our Women & Juniors event will have been and gone.  
Hopefully we introduced some new people to our parƟ cular subdivision of the sport, 
and given some others a chance to get a lower pressure autocross day to lark around 
on.

My start to the month was heading up to Manawatu’s “Octoberfast” event, which is 
entry by donaƟ on of foodstuff s, and features various classes.  Most notably the truck 
racing, but joined by several fl avours of BMW racing, assorted Mazda, and the GTR 
classes (which seems to be from an ignorant point of view, assorted cars fi ƫ  ng the 
descripƟ on of lets just go fast).

Emma and I made a gradual day of it, heading up via picking up a couple of tyres, a 
visit to Rebel Sport, and a brunch (desƟ naƟ on courtesy of google searching).  So we 
ambled in to Manfeild about 11ish, which was terribly civilised.  Plus due to a demo-
craƟ c process of Emma asking that we take a comfortable car, it was a Rav4 day out.  
So that car got a bit of exercise beyond the usual 14 minute work commute.

We stuck around for long enough to catch approximately one of each class racing, 
before heading home.  The weather was a touch character building, with a couple of 
decent showers that saw the crowd scuƩ ling toward shelter, us included.

The racing was “messy”, as I think every race but one that we saw, was interrupted by 
red fl ag, or safety car.

The Truck racing was good in that there were about ten trucks running (which is a lot 
beƩ er than several years back where you’d get maybe half a dozen).  But oh boy are 
they a pack of lunaƟ cs when it comes to driving manners.

This will come as absolutely zero surprise to anyone who has ever seen any truck rac-
ing.  Their race technique is elbows out, and lean to make a gap.  So we were treated 



to the sight of trucks spinning, being pushed off  the track by other trucks, and as 
much ramming as a paddock of sheep.

One parƟ cularly noteworthy eff ort was as they headed into the last lap, where the 
truck in second made a dive for fi rst, into where there was not an available gap head-
ing into splash.

Next moment, the truck that was in second is riding up the passenger side bars of 
the truck in fi rst, while the truck in fi rst then delicately rotated leŌ , with the truck in 
second making a t-shape.  It was like the least successful truck breeding programme 
ever.  They then of course dropped down the results, but did manage to fi nish, albeit 
with various “adjustments” having been made to the bars on each truck.  Plus a rota-
Ɵ onal truck feature on the early entry to splash, with another truck then head buƫ  ng 
it.  Resulted in a truck fi nishing a race with a hole in the front about the size of an old 
school Mini.

The other classes had not quite so deliberate puntage, but there was a lot of leaning 
on, and a few running out of tracƟ on moments and cars giving other cars a good 
serve.  The good fi eld of RX8s put on some good racing, but with a  bit of carnage on 
the way through, and a bit of post race pit discussions according to Emma.

The amount of crashing and bashing is why I’ll not ever be doing grid racing.  All 
my cars are of the “drive to the event” type, and I don’t really want them stoved 
in by somebody else giving something a go.  It’s annoying enough to me when I’ve 
smacked something in the Corolla due to my own poor life choices, without adding in 
the possibility of other people making life choices into the side or back of my car.

We packed up and cruised home before the weather could do more climate related 
aƩ acks.  They did get quite a decent amount of donaƟ ons for a local charity, which 
was very pleasing to see, although the weather did chase away half the crowd (as 
judged by cars in the car park) by lunchƟ me.

Next up was Dorsets Road gravel sprint, courtesy of Wairarapa Car Club.

The weather this year was quite well 
behaved, no rain, pleasant cool breeze 
in the morning, going to fairly roasty 
sun in the aŌ ernoon.  I personally 
could have done without the warmth 
in the aŌ ernoon, managing to cop a 
wee bit of sun, and geƫ  ng good use 
out of the air con on my drive home.



25 drivers were lined up to start, which is a decent number for gravel at the moment.  
MulƟ ple driver cars, so the fi eld was split into two groups.

Brendon and I did seat swapping all day, cross passengering in each other’s cars.  It 
makes the day much quicker, as there’s far less downƟ me between runs if you’re in a 
car in both groups.  Also it does help a liƩ le bit as you get twice as many looks at the 
road, and a beƩ er idea of how the road was sweeping clear.

It did start off  preƩ y slippy with a lot of 
loose stuff  on top.  So the fi rst two runs 
were preƩ y slidey, and it punished with 
with loosing tracƟ on and Ɵ me the moment 
you got offl  ine.

I did two runs with preƩ y good Dunlop’s on 
the front, and Dunlop’s with about as much 
tread as I have hair on the back axle.  With 

good turn in, and not a lot of grip on the back the car was inclined to slip the back 
around into corners (which is my preferred method of gravel driving).

Then there was a rapid change of tyres (as I was sƟ ll intending to hop into Brendon’s 
passenger seat) aŌ er my second drive up the hill, with the good Dunlop rubber going 
onto the back, and a pair of brand new ZesƟ no soŌ s going on to the front.  Courtesy 
of course, of Neil’s Wheels.

First drive up the hill I started out 25psi 
cold.  They spiked up to 27 / 30 during the 
run, and they really didn’t like that.  I got 
a lot of understeer on that fi rst run, which 
I’m not used to, and I really didn’t enjoy.  
However the Ɵ mes told me that even with 
the understeer, I sƟ ll trimmed a couple of 
seconds off  my previous Ɵ me.

My last run of the day I dropped the tyre pressures down to 25/25 on the front, and 
did a solo run up the hill.  The ZesƟ no rubber wasn’t understeering so much with the 
tyre pressures corrected.  The turn in isn’t as sharp as a Dunlop, but the drive out of 
the corner is really eff ecƟ ve.  So I managed to trim another few seconds off , through 
the combinaƟ on of the road sweeping and new rubber.   I’ll be ordering some more 
ZesƟ no rubber unƟ l Dunlop returns to NZ.  I’ve already got my order in for a second 
pair!  Now I guess we see how well the soŌ  rubber lasts.

We did have one interesƟ ng moment, as on one of the runs up the hill, there was a 



half shaŌ  lying in the middle of the road.  I had a fracƟ on of second before we were 
on it, so I just straddled it and hoped for the best.  You don’t try to dodge anything 
while going up Dorsets Road unless you’re keen on chucking a car off  a bank.  Luckily 
the Corolla had enough height above ground 
so that we went over it without touching it.  
I can only assume that if you fl icked a half 
shaŌ  (complete with CV’s) up, it’d make a 
lovely mess of the exhaust, fl oor, and fuel 
tank.  Turned out it belonged to the car Ga-
reth McLachlan had borrowed and despite 
only doing two runs because of the escaped 
half shaŌ , won the event in.

We only had one other incident I’m aware of (I’m discounƟ ng spins and half spins 
that people might have spent their Ɵ me doing), with another of the Hawkes Bay 
cars having a wee crunch into a bank.  Looked all very fi xable with a guard and some 
suspension arms.

Brendon’s driving was defi nitely far more crowd pleasing than the Corolla, having a 
good old throw it at the corner, and then drive out on the throƩ le approach to the 

hill.  So if you want some sideways up a hill, 
I can recommend seeing if Brendon will 
take you for a skid.

At the pointy end of the fi eld, as menƟ oned 
Gareth was fi rst overall, followed by Simon 
(Hawkes Bay again) in the Impreza, Aaron 
Cook in the K series Jazz squeezing Tim in 
the Escort back into fourth place.
Fastest HCCC driver was Graham in the 

Pulsar, 7th overall (2nd in class). Then myself, 10th overall (2nd in class).  Brendon, 
18th overall (2nd in class). Neil Tapp, 23rd overall (8th in class). Mark Rutherford, 
25th overall (1st in class).  Not our club, but noteworthy, Toby and Brent Miller dead 
heated for third in class in their shared car.  So I don’t know who is going to be on 
doing the dishes duƟ es if they are on an 
idenƟ cal Ɵ me.

According to what I can see on the calen-
dar, it looks like the Corolla won’t be out 
on gravel again unƟ l March 29th (PukeƟ ro 
Road).



Last ouƟ ng of the month was Coff ee and Cars, out at Southwards.

TG was scheduled to be closed Southbound on the way home, so that was always 
going to be a bit of a chore.  But even geƫ  ng into the event was slow, taking about 25 
minutes of crawling and stopping.  The event was scheduled to start 10am, and they 
closed the car park behind me when I got in at 10:15.  So I guess the soluƟ on is to 
turn up an hour before the event starts, which is another kind of nuisance.

I had a good stroll around the event, and took 
a few photos of the slightly more obscure 
cars, rather than the obvious shiny things.  I’ll 
forward those along to Chelles, which she can 
include if there’s space.

Headed home over Paekak hill, which was 
pleasantly empty, but did have about 5km of 
new seal and lowered speed limits.  However 
sƟ ll more interesƟ ng than dealing with SH59!

Unrelated to cars, Emma has Ɵ cked off  the Queenstown half marathon! Well done 
Emma!  She already has a plan for another one, so it can’t have been too much tor-
ture.

We’ve had the Clubsport Champs announcement, 14th & 15th of March (which yes, 
is a clash with Mt Vic!) down in Ashburton.  It’s Motorkhana and Autocross on grass, 
and a sealed sprint.  So if you’re looking to head down to those events, it’s about a 
400km mission from Picton.  Start looking at ferry bookings, to make the trip as (rela-
Ɵ vely) painless as possible.

That’s it from me!  See you at an event someƟ me someplace.

Cheers
Leon

Next Events 
December 13th Grass Motorkhana

Wairarapa CC Paddock, Stewards Trophy

December 13th BBQ/Pot Luck at Neil and Lynda’s in Carterton.
Carterton, comes with calorie counƟ ng cauƟ ons.

December 14th, Grass Autocross.
Wairarapa CC Paddock, Rubber Duck, Kim Naylor round.





Other Events Around the Country
30th November Surgery Sprint

7th December new date for Shelly Bay 

Wellington Anniversary weekend, Port Road Sprint Sunday

MG CompeƟ tor Coaching Monday (anniversary day) 

22nd February Wallaceville Hill

14&15 March Ashburton Clubsport Champs

15th March Mt Vic Hillclimb

29th March PukeƟ ro Road

April 3rd (Good Friday) Race to the Dump

11-12 April Rally Otago

12th April Kaihinau Road

May 3rd Tea Creek

27th June Taranaki Tarmac Rally

18th July Rally Southland



Womens and Juniors Autocross Wrap-up and Results

WOW what an amazing day we just had with so many new folk coming to enjoy their fi rst 
Motorsport Autocross.   

Huge thanks to all the team that helped out on the day and behind the scenes and did an 
amazing job.   

The theme of this event was introducing new folk to enjoy our sport.    To all the lovely lady 
racers and our Junior racers who all made a really fun day.     We have had so many fabulous 
comments on how much the day was enjoyed by both the racing folk and the parental / sup-
port teams.     To all our racers that have been racing for a while, we really appreciated your 
input also as this all helped make the new folk feel really welcome.    

A few stats for the day  
26 total entrants
    12  Adult Women, of these 3 had never raced before and 1 hadn’t done an Autocross.     
    14 Juniors - 6 young ladies   8 young gentlemen, of these only 4 had been before.

And just a note on our Juniors, we usually have between 9-16 turn up at normal events, only 4 
of those came along today so the future is looking really bright for our sport.      

Sundays results  
The overall placing for the day was Cathy Reid followed by Sarah Jaggs and Donna Wright 
The Juniors top racers were Roo Andrews,  Zion Brock and Liam Haggerty.   

Everyone was winners in our eyes as all the smiling faces through the day made for a lot of fun.   

So what next....  If you are someone new and are intending on coming to future events,  there 
are a couple of things you need to do.

    1    Set up a profi le in the Motorsport NZ online system, this then allows you to enter 
events much easier than the paper based way.      (for the Juniors 16 and under you will sƟ ll 
need to have a Underage form signed)

    2    You can do 2 events before you need to become a fi nancial member of a Car Club.     
There are a few clubs represented in our area,    Harbour Capital Car Club,  HuƩ  Valley Motor-
sport Club, Wairarapa Car Club, Wellington Car Club, Levin Car Club, Manawatu Car Club just to 
name a few.
Links    Home - motorsport.org.nz This has lots of informaƟ on for you.   
For the club contacts, on the Motorsport website, choose CLUBS, then 

This will give you all the contact detail on each club.
Jilly Fisher - Club Capitan 



Editors report
Women’s and Junior’s Autocross

Well, what an event! It ran like clockwork, and with an all-women crew (Mel Keith, Sarah Jaggs, 
Emma Shaw, Jilly Fisher, and yours truly) offi  ciaƟ ng the top jobs, it was a great show that the 
Wellington car club scene has some talented and skilled women out there.
There were 26 starters for the day, with three quarters being women and girls, and a solid 
group of lads rounding off  the juniors conƟ ngent.

Several cars were dual and triple driven, so the likes of the mighty 
Demio and the Ist were showing they are hardy beasts, able to take 
a good thrashing all day long in the heat and dust. There was a huge 
range of vehicles from a very early Mini, a late model Mini, a rally 
car, and even my Hilux Ute, showing it’s a great case of ‘race what 
you bring’; no fancy race cars required.

There was also a huge range of driver skills on show, all the way 
from 12-year-old fi rst-Ɵ me drivers to our resident great-grand-
mother taking top spot showing us all how it’s done in the mighty 
Mirage. These kinds of events don’t discriminate at all, and it was 
truly warming this editor’s heart to see 
everyone improving over the day and 
having a blast. Congrats to Cathy Reid for 

taking the win for the day, her liƩ le red Mirage proving that it can go 
from street sprint to autocross with ease.

I had the pleasure of being the subject of CharloƩ e Fletcher’s solid 
sales pitch (who started the day in the Demio that she was dual 
driving) as she wanted to drive something diff erent. She managed 
to wrangle her way into a drive of my Hilux for some coaching in 
said sales pitch. She was convincing, she even off ered me the Demio 
as a swap. How could I refuse! So, with CharloƩ e installed into the 
driver’s seat and a lesson on ‘watch for the glow plug light before 
you start it’ and ‘what’s a glow plug light?’ ‘the one that looks like 
a curly thing’... and then a second lesson that showed ‘ahh, the clutch is really long and so are 
the gears,’ she was ready to give the liƩ le red truck a push around the course.
Surprise, it takes off  harder than the Demio when you drop the clutch and apply full throƩ le... 

‘maybe ease it off  a bit slower next Ɵ me so the cones 
don’t get bigger all of a sudden’. Noted. Her fi rst run 
was a good giggle with comments like ‘whoo, it picks 
up quick’ ‘yup, that’s the turbo’ and ‘Oh, it slides easy 
as’ ‘yup, that’s the rear wheel drive and no weight in 
the back.’ And then, ‘it’s not like the Demio, you have 
to turn the wheel heaps’ ‘yup, all hands on deck and 
it feels like 27 turns lock to lock.’ The fi rst lap was also 
noted as ‘this is a bit scary,’ and the second lap was 
‘this is fun.’ Yes, yes it is!!



With the run completed and no cones taken out, the Ute was parked up. Immediately: ‘Can 
I do my fi nal run in the Ute please?’ Ahh, the manners. Sure, not a problem. The second run 
was way more convincing, she had worked out that leƫ  ng out the clutch slowly meant the Ute 
would crawl up to the start line and was easier to move into place without cars and cones ap-
pearing so quickly. She had the ‘launch’ (we’ll be bold and call it a launch) sorted, so a nice take 
off , and this Ɵ me she was geƫ  ng the rear end out a liƩ le around the Ɵ ghter corners and nicely 
crossed up in the slalom with a solid catch as it tried to turn around on her.

CharloƩ e is a natural and will take over the world with her negoƟ aƟ on skills and confi dence. 
I should also menƟ on, CharloƩ e is 13 years old and has been driving for the same amount of 
Ɵ me as it takes to do an oil change on the Hilux... She will be a force to be reckoned with on 
the race track!

Huge thank you to all the supporƟ ng crew who 
made the event so successful, with set up, scruƟ -
neering assistance, cone running, and pack up, you 
made it an easy day. A special thanks to Neil Roots 
for sponsoring the day. You’re a legend, and we 
thank you very much.

Merry Christmas and happy motoring!
Chelles 







Membership change for 2026 year
In light of recent changes to living costs, we are pleased to inform you that the 

Single Membership fee for Harbour Capital Car Club will remain at $45. 

However, please note that the AddiƟ onal Member fee will increase from $10 to $15 
per person to accommodate the increased MSNZ levy.   

LeƩ ers will be coming out shortly with your renewal informaƟ on based on the 2025 informa-
Ɵ on we have on fi le.   
 
Membership for 2026
 Single Membership $45.00
 Student   $35.00
 AddiƟ onal family member within the same household  $15.00 per person
Bank:   BNZ 
Account Name: Harbour Capital Car Club
Bank details:     02-0500-0351392-02
Please put your name and membership number in as references

How to renew your membership
For most members you will need to both OpƟ ons 1 and 2 below.   
If you don’t have a MSNZ profi le only do OpƟ on 1.

1 Via the Club Website:     WWW.HCCC.ORG.NZ 
Choose, Membership    then  Membership Renewal

Fill in the required fi elds and choose the SubscripƟ on that applies.    
Click on Submit and this will give you the bank details and also send the informaƟ on through 
for us to process.

2 If you have a profi le set up on the MSNZ Online portal
If you have a login into the MSNZ Online system, please follow the below instrucƟ ons to add 
your new membership against your Profi le. 



IF YOU HAVE A MOTORSPORT LOGIN, CAN YOU PLEASE ADD YOUR UPDATED 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BY FOLLOWING THESE STEPS

MSNZ: Licences - MotorSport Club Membership

A valid MotorSport Club Membership is required to race in an event or apply for a MSNZ 
CompeƟ Ɵ on Licence. You can complete this applicaƟ on from your profi le. You can register to as 
many clubs as you want, but you must have at least one club membership to race in an event. 

Add a New Licence
Go to the Licence Tab in your Motorsport login
To add a new club membership, click ‘Add Licence/ Club Membership’ buƩ on on the profi le.

Choose the Motorsport Club Membership from the drop down menu

Choose the Club name from the drop down menu

Click Add 

CompleƟ ng the Form
All of your personal details from your profi le will auto-complete the applicaƟ on form.
Scroll down to confi rm your Membership number (this is on last years card) and add the expiry 
date

Check the other fi elds, Click the Accept Terms and CondiƟ ons  then click Submit   
The club will then review and approve your membership.
ApplicaƟ on Status 
 - Approved - The club has reviewed the license and all condiƟ ons are saƟ sfi ed.
 - Declined – The club has reviewed and declined the applicaƟ on.

Ensure you pay the membership fee into the clubs bank account as per your Renewal noƟ ce. 



 Shayne and his Exotech Kit Car

Shane shares his Exotech car with the Constructors Car Club and the journey of 
making it road and track legal. 

You can watch the presentaƟ on here. 
hƩ ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnzaF4O6p_M


