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CommiƩ ee MeeƟ ngs
are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

LocaƟ on: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30pm, everybody welcome

Club-night
fi rst Tuesday of each month
This month - 5th November

Location: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30 pm 

All members and friends welcome

Wheelspin is the offi  cial magazine of the 
Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street, 

Pukerua Bay, 5026, New Zealand 

The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Club, its members or the commiƩ ee.

You’re welcome to share the content of this magazine, 
please remember to recognise the source, 
writers or photographers of the material.

Original photographs are usually available upon request.

Magazine content deadline
The Deadline for Wheelspin arƟ cles is the 

14TH OF THE MONTH 

If you’d like to submit a story but feel you need 
some editorial assistance please reach out to the Editor

as we can help. 



Where November meets No Remember.

A relaƟ vely quiet month has passed on 
the motorsporƟ ng side of things.

We had our fi rst round of the latest 
Neil’s Wheels Rubber Duck Autocross 
in September (Harry PoƩ er this Ɵ me 
around, which I believe is something to 
do with Star Trek, or is it Vampire Dia-
ries?).  This will be our last sealed (arf) 
autocross, probably unƟ l we get into 

Autumn wet weather season.  So this trilogy will be Seal / Grass / Grass, with the fi nal 
round date to be determined.

Sarah joined Emma on Ɵ ming duƟ es for the day.  Jilly as ever dealt with event secre-
tary, and along with Adam, all the event logisƟ cs.  Emma and Dean were helping Neil 
R on scruƟ neering.  Two newcomers to the sport, Michael and Harry joined Dean on 
marshal duƟ es.  Neil T was my co-clerk for the day.  
Andrew and Graham joined Ian on the BBQ crew.  
Thanks as always to everyone who gave us a hand at 
the event, it really helps everything run!  Apologies if I 
have missed menƟ oning anyone.

There was an excellent aƩ endance of 39 keen com-
peƟ tors, on a strangely warm morning (which then 
got windy and brisk aŌ er lunch).  Joining our exISTing 
(sorry, not sorry) race fl eet arrived a new Ist, owned 
by Max.  This newIST (again, not sorry) one is adorned 
with many Ɵ ny duck sƟ ckers, and a stuff ed toy duck 
strapped into the passenger seat.  We’re not insISTing 
(again, I’m not at all sorry) that the duck wear ap-

proved safety 
gear, as regardless of the accident, that duck 
is stuff ed anyway.

I for one, conƟ nue to approve of people 
bringing and racing cars that no reasonable 
person would decide is going to be fast.  
This is very much typical Harbour Capital 
ethos, of taking a slow car, and trying to go 
as fast as possible.



Not to be outdone, Oli’s Race-Ist has un-
dergone extensive modifi caƟ ons since the 
previous event, and is now a sponsored car.  
They were running Goodride tyres on the 
front, courtesy of Neil’s Wheels, and some 
camber bolts courtesy of Repco Upper HuƩ  
markeƟ ng division.  Next step, clearly F1.

Oli and Andrew (no Tim, he was too sick, 
bummer), decided that given the generous 
stop-box size that I had set up, the appropriate way to come to a halt was with as 
much rotaƟ on as possible.  This was extremely stylish.  To assist the rotaƟ on process, 
the handbrake was adjusted for opƟ mum performance, and the rear tyre pressures 
were very slightly raised to 50psi.  So the Ist achieved on every stop that I saw, be-
tween 90 and 180 degrees of rotaƟ on, and a small cloud of severely wounded Super-
cat rear tyre smoke.  Which smelled like a mixture of victory and comedy.

While the rotaƟ onal fi nish feature inspired many others to try to follow, they really 
needed the combinaƟ on of freshly adjusted handbrake, and 50psi rear tyre pressure.

Richard’s V8 Toyota unfortunately suff ered Very Bad Things to the trans.  Which I’m 
sure was nothing at all to do with the Very Bad Things he was doing to his rear tyres 
at the last autocross, and it’s just a total coincidence that it dumped all the trans fl uid 
on the way home from that autocross.  This meant that this event, he was running 
the wee EP Starlet, so the smoke coming out the back of the car was oil smoke rather 
than tyre smoke.  Emma was not in favour of the change of cars, as her Timaru bogan 
side would rather hear V8 noises.

Jon was throwing the big H6 Legacy wagon around in a manner that I wouldn’t have 
thought that you could make such a big barge rotate into a cone obstacle.  Leon’s 
taste in engine noise defi nitely prefers the sound of the six versus the sound of the 
tradiƟ onal Subaru fl at 4.  Probably in part because every one of my fl at 4 Subarus  
punished me relentlessly while I owned them.

Ian Hendra (father of our Ist insƟ gator) came along in a SwiŌ  Sport that he’d pur-
chased a couple of days earlier, and had his fi rst fang around at our autocross.  Re-
sulƟ ng in a picture of the two gold card wielding Ian’s who were racing on the day, as 
Ian Stewart was debuƟ ng his new Holden Astra.  He reƟ red the ex-Webster MPS, as it 
was due to have a lot of maintenance stuff  done, and was geƫ  ng fairly baƩ ered.

Adam decided to enter the rally spec Altezza, and fi t sƟ cky rubber.  Which resulted in 
such dramaƟ c body roll that I was preƩ y sure he’d be geƫ  ng seasick during his runs.



Anthony and Logan joined us with driving around cone anƟ cs in their Subarus, having 
seen us hooning while the Daff odil Day event was running at the start of the drag 
strip.  Hopefully we’ll see them back for some grass events, possibly in something 
further off  the ground though.  Maybe they too can get their hands on an Ist?  Or 
something equally terrible, but entertaining.

Zion was having his fi rst drive of Dayle’s rally Barina, and was having a great old Ɵ me 
in the more aggressively set up car, compared to the road car version Barina.  The 
clutch in that car is a bit savage, but that was solved by lots of throƩ le (and tyre 
smoke) off  the line.

SƟ ll on the subject of car changes, Jordan put in a storming fi rst compeƟ Ɵ on drive of 
his Dad’s Starlet turbo, to come in second in EOD, and third overall.  In related news, 
the Starlet is due for a clutch replacement, so both the Herd drivers were driving on a 
wing and a prayer for that event.

In the “not a race car but I’m racing it anyway” unoffi  cial category, Oli snuck the Ist 
ahead of Neil in the City this Ɵ me around, with Andrew behind them for the fi nal step 
on the sort of podium, and Max a second away in the new-Ist (again, I regret nothing, 
these cars have such ammuniƟ on for dad puns built into the name). InteresƟ ngly, 
Max and Cathy were a dead heat for posiƟ on, with Richard Haines 3/100ths of a 
second behind them.

For myself, I was entered the event technically in PC’s Vitz (thanks Pete!!), but I only 
did a couple of runs in the car, as I was enjoying a “kindness of strangers” car driv-
ing day.  So I had one run in the Race-Ist (hilarious!) of Oli, one in Steven’s Integra 
(rapid!), and one in David’s Merc (so much POWER!!).  But it was only the results in 
the Vitz that counted on the day.  I didn’t really get a good grasp of any of the cars, 
but I had a lot of fun.  I was off ered a bunch of other cars on the day, which was so 
generous of the owners, and I really appreciate the opportuniƟ es.  This also meant 
that Emma and I waŌ ed gently over the hill and back in the Rav, which was delighƞ ul-
ly comfortable.  As an added bonus, I can put out cones a lot more easily in the Rav 
too, as it fi ts a whole lot of cones in one go.  Unlike the rest of the fl eet.

The fast people results on the day looked like:
Juniors: Jordan, Jack, Max
4wd: Graham, Jon, Mark France
ENOD: Ryan Curry, David Kennedy, Adam
EOD: Mike Hollis, Jordan, Rob Hollis.

I was supposed to then be doing Levin Car Club’s Akatarawa challenge (Woolshed 
Road).  However as the weather decided to turn it into watershed road, they had no 
opƟ on but to pull the plug on the event.  The road had been damaged by the amount 
of water.



Defi nitely a bummer for the car club.  I was really looking forward to it too, as it’s a 
decent length of road, and has a few diff erent personaliƟ es.
Not a great year for my gravel sprinƟ ng, with Tea Creek and now Akatarawa both 
being cancelled.  Two out of my three favourite bits of gravel not happening.  Fingers 
crossed now for Dorsets Road, which is the third of the gravel trifecta that I most 
enjoy.

So, leŌ  to my own devices, I fi red up the quesƟ on on the HCCC Facebook page “has 
anyone got a cheap Ist?” (cheapist?).  35 minutes later, I had booked myself to go 
look at Mrs Hendra’s (wife of Ian, mother to Oli) Ist, which turned out to be on the 
market.

I got a liŌ  up to Upper HuƩ  with Emma, and I jump started the (fl at) Ist (fl aƟ st) while 
Emma schemed about stealing the Hendra’s two dogs.  The dogs were conveniently 
sized to fi t in a bag, for smuggling purposes.

The Ist was extremely sound condiƟ on, and well maintained.  But whoah boy had it 
suff ered from being stored outside in a high pollen area!!!  It was absolutely coated 
in lichen, and crusty marks from pollen 
infestaƟ on.

So I spent preƩ y much an enƟ re Sunday 
cleaning and polishing and excepƟ onal-
ly slow (1300cc version) “race” car.  This 
means I’ll be joining the current move-
ment of racing absolutely inappropriate 
cars.  Might see Emma giving it a go too 
in the Women & Juniors Autocross in 
November.

That’s it from me.  Hopefully see you a place with burgers to consume, or cones to 
drive around (or over).
Leon

Our events:
November 23rd, grass, Women and Juniors Autocross
 Wairarapa CC paddock, not a round of anything.
December 13th Grass Motorkhana
 Wairarapa CC Paddock, Stewards Trophy
December 13th BBQ/Pot Luck at Neil and Lynda’s in Carterton.
 Carterton, comes with calorie counƟ ng cauƟ ons.
December 14th, Grass Autocross.
 Wairarapa CC Paddock, Rubber Duck, Kim Naylor round.



Do you have what it takes? 
Are your ducks in a row? 

Will you be duck-torious!?

Come and prove your a-bill-ity to be the next 
Rubber Duck Trilogy Champion!

next event

December 14th - Grass

Entries are open now on the Motorsport NZ app

Sponsored by Neil’s Wheels
Contact Neil Roots for all your tyre needs 

on 027 248 3979



HCCC Upcoming Events
November 23rd

Women and Juniors Grass Autocross

December 13th 
Grass Motorkhana ST

December 13th 
BBQ/Pot Luck at Neil and Lynda’s in Carterton

December 14th, 
Grass Autocross KN

Other events:
2nd November Manawatu track sprints. 9th November Manawatu Motorkha-
na (grass) and also Dorsets Road gravel sprint. 15&16 November MG Classic. 

30th November Surgery Sprint. 7th December new date for Shelly Bay.



CauƟ on leŌ  turn ahead
By Neil Tapp

For Toyota, the 100 series Corolla 
vintage is great, so good I believe 
- at one point I owned two AE101 
FXGT’s at the same Ɵ me. For all 
their splendor, they do have an 
Achilles heel, some wise Japanese 
person decided to mount the fuel 
pickup on the leŌ -hand side of the tank. This fuel pickup sits in an open topped bowl 
into which fuel leaks via a small opening in the front leŌ  corner of the bowl. Sustained 
or even vigorous leŌ -hand cornering will starve the fuel pump and then the engine 
of its liquid elixir. For the past 10+ years, the fi x was always to ensure the tank never 
dropper below threequarters full.

TesƟ ng a fuel pump on the bench, the amperage 
draw dropped when the pump was being starved 
of fuel. These fi ndings were then backed up by re-
cording the output from a current clamp, clamped 
over the fuel pump wire at one of our autocrosses, 
indeed when the car stuƩ ered, the amperage draw 
was low. That’s the prognosis confi rmed, now to 
address it.

As the boot of the FXGT shares the same space as the passengers’ compartment, 
external pumps and surge tanks become cumbersome to install as addiƟ onal leak proof 
shielding is required. Doing something in-tank would be preferable as no other modifi -
caƟ ons are required.

Cannibalizing two fuel pump mounts, an alumi-
num drink boƩ le and an AVO low pressure liŌ  
pump; a liŌ  pump and 400ml surge pot can be 
squeezed in with the exisƟ ng level sender and 
pump into the exisƟ ng in tank bowl.
This did not come without a fair bit of “learn-
ing”.  Firstly, we wouldn’t want any paint from 
an aluminum drink boƩ le coming off  in the 
tank, thus an aluminum safe paint stripper 
(citrus based) is required, this can also be used 
to remove the clear coaƟ ng that is on the inside of the boƩ le. 
AŌ er cuƫ  ng and welding the steel brackets the exposed metal requires protecƟ ng, zinc 
plaƟ ng to the rescue. A large chuck of zinc from a boat anode works much beƩ er than 
thin pieces of zinc, a combinaƟ on of 1/3 white vinegar, water, a lot of salt and 1V at 
1Amp works well albeit slowly. 



PVC coated wiring is no good near fuel, quite quickly you end up looking at PTFE or mil 
spec cable. Everything in an aircraŌ  seems to use this, the team at AviaƟ on Radio are 
happy to roll off  short lengths of true 18awg (in white or white) without breaking the 
bank (or needing a 10M minimum). Extended wires should have their joins crimped 
and then covered with heat shrink, again this needs to be fuel safe thus Raychem DR-
25 from MSEL is required.

Once the liŌ  pump is barely squeezed 
in, submersible fuel host from Fast 
Lane Spares is required. There have 
been some demonstraƟ ons recently of 
how normal fuel hose outer sheath can 
dissolve when submerged in petrol for 
a moderate length of Ɵ me, thus geƫ  ng 
the right product is essenƟ al. Stainless 
clamps and brass elbows are available 
from Aliexpress at fracƟ on of the local 
shelf price.

Assembly consists of combining 5 parts though the tank opening and 2 gaskets. The 
lower mount to which the fuel level sender is screwed and the liŌ er pump bracket, 
liŌ er pump and mount for the surge pot. The surge pot is bolted to the contrapƟ on 
that is now too large to come out through the opening in the tank. This series of 
acƟ ons consisted of 5 screws, the precision of a watch maker and more concentraƟ on 
that the fi nal Krypton Factor Puzzle Challenge (and similar visibility), a slow clap to the 
fool (myself) that placed the surge pot bolts just further than a fi ngers length from the 

top of the tank. Finally, the upper mount 
which holds the factory high pressure pump 
slides into the surge pot and the sandwich 
of cork gasket, lower mount, cork gasket and 
upper mount are bolted to the tank. This 
process only needed to be repeated three 
Ɵ mes as the fi rst Ɵ me one of the gaskets was 
upside down, and the second Ɵ me one of 
the crimped wires to the liŌ  pump became 
detached.

Does it work? Yes, the combined factory pump and liŌ  pump only draw 6Amps, and at 
the latest autocross with less than 10L in the tank it didn’t stuƩ er at all. The fuel level 
sender and empty tank light appear to work as well.

Side note, Toyota miƟ gated this in the later AE111 Corollas by having a more complex 
bowl around the pickup and moving the pickup and bowl to the center of the tank, also 
the tank opening is larger. Later Corollas use some fandangled plasƟ c contrapƟ on.



How to lap the Nürburgring in under 10 min-
utes for less than $20!

In a world rife with clickbait, I hope none of you actually believed the Ɵ tle of this arƟ -
cle, what I am really wriƟ ng about here are the ins and outs and costs associated with 
geƫ  ng some track Ɵ me on the Nurburgring during a visit to Europe.
Having recently aƩ ained status as a “semi-professional reƟ ree” my wife and I took a 
two week trip to Iceland sans children, and on the way home we stopped off  in Ger-
many, parƟ ally so we could throw down some laps on the Nurburgring, but mostly to 

break up the mind numbing 29 hour 
fl ight home. Here is the thing, this is 
a realisƟ c proposiƟ on for an over-
night stopover in either Frankfurt or 
Cologne, and if your fl ights allow it, it 
could even be completed in one day 
but with liƩ le margin for error if you 
encounter any unexpected delays 
geƫ  ng to and from the track.
We came in via the Frankfurt route 
with a fl ight that touched down 
around 1pm in the aŌ ernoon.  We 

picked up a rental at the airport and drove around 2.5 hours west via a range of 
backroads to the town of Wierschem which is about 40 minutes from Nurburg. I have 
spent quite a bit of Ɵ me in this part of Germany and I am comfortable navigaƟ ng the 
German villages and country roads, but if you are a fi rst Ɵ mer in the area it would 
be advisable to sƟ ck to the motorways and enjoy the unrestricted secƟ ons of the 
autobahn network where you can ring the snot out of your rental car to set a PB on a 
public road. 
We stayed in a small guest house with its own aƩ ached restaurant, so it made things 
very simple regarding lodgings for the night. The following morning, we made the 
short drive to Nurburg (please don’t accidentally put Nuremburg as the desƟ naƟ on in 
your GPS, it’s a very common mistake. It is a lovely place to visit but they aren’t nearly 
as recepƟ ve to rental cars being raced through the middle of town as the people at 
Nurburg).
Once you have arrived at Nurburg, depending on the arrangements you have made 
for driving on the track, you can visit a few of the track viewing points to watch the 
cars lapping or head to the rental company you have selected for your experience. It 
goes without saying, while this could be achieved as an impulsive act, I recommend 
you do your research and book your experience well ahead of Ɵ me rather than turn-
ing up cold and trying to plan on the fl y.
The fi rst thing to know is that there are only selected dates and Ɵ mes that the track 
is open for “tourist drives”, but it is basically weekday evenings and all day on the 



weekends (Nürburgring Nordschleife tourist hƩ ps://nring.info/nurburgring-tour-
ist-drives-calendar/drive calendar 2025). There are a number of specialist companies 
in town that rent various types of cars for those sessions. While you can take your 
private car around the track, I can assure you 100% that your rental company will 
not cover you if take your rental car on the track. The track is a public road and the 
Police will invesƟ gate any crashes that occur and apporƟ on blame for the cause (that 
said, they normally just fi nd that both drivers are equally liable and should split costs 
50/50. That seems fair unƟ l your $20k rental car gets t-boned by a half million-dollar 
Ferrari!)
I went with the company Nurblife and booked a Golf GTi 7.5 performance pack with 
four seats so I could take my wife as a passenger. I also went with the opƟ on of 
taking an instructor for the fi rst lap (I ended up booking another lap with him, but 
more on that later). It pays to read the rental contract very carefully online before 
you are standing at the counter of the 
rental place faced with a 20 page legally 
binding document full of warnings 
about how much this will cost you if 
you scratch either the car or the track. 
The most important thing to know in 
advance is whether or not the rental 
company wants you to pay an insurance 
retainer up front to cover the maximum 
excess you are liable for should you 
write the car off . Normally that retainer 
must be paid in full before you even sit 
in the car and is usually half the re-
placement value of the vehicle. So for 
my rental it would have been 18,000 
Euro, imagine what it is for the Porsche 
and Ferrari rentals. One of the reasons I 
went for Nurblife is because they do not 
require that iniƟ al payment. They were 
also one of the most reasonably priced 
and had a beƩ er selecƟ on of “normal” 
cars rather than just Euro exoƟ cs for 
wealthy oil barons and rich kids to hire. 
I opted for the premium package which 
included the car, fuel and track entry (for 2 laps) and I also went for the opƟ onal 
instructor lap. Your session is set down for a parƟ cular Ɵ me and you are alloƩ ed a 
maximum of 22 minutes to complete each lap. That includes Ɵ me for geƫ  ng to and 
from the track entrance which is about 900m from the centre of town.
Before you get into the car, you have to complete the aforemenƟ oned paperwork and 
then sit through an instrucƟ onal safety video on how the track works and once more 



be told how much this will cost if you mess up! Then its off  to get fi Ʃ ed for a helmet 
and set yourself up in the car.
My instructor came and introduced himself and took the passenger seat and before 
we knew it, we were off  heading towards the track entrance. Being that we were 
there on a weekend, it was busy with traffi  c in town, but only about 150 cars were 
out on track which I was told is actually a preƩ y light day, and given the length of the 
track, you can sƟ ll be on your own in places. As we drove to the track, the instructor 
asked quesƟ ons about my driving experience and gave a quick summary of his own 
history with racing at the Nürburgring. I don’t know what I expected at this point, but 
the next few minutes were a blur and I was so glad I had opted for the instructor for 
this fi rst lap.
It was chaoƟ c geƫ  ng through 
the gates and out onto the 
track and the next thing the in-
structor is telling me to go full 
throƩ le onto the straight and 
not liŌ  for the approaching 
corner while other cars buzzed 
around on both sides of me 
heading for the same narrow 
bend in the track. My brain 
was in full overload and I had 
no idea where I was going (I’ve 
done a total of about 10 laps 
of this track in a video game about 10 years ago and haven’t got a clue as to which 
way any of the corners go) the cars around me were darƟ ng and diving from side to 
side looking for the line into the fi rst corner (despite the “no passing on corners” rule. 
Anyone reading this who has done a public track day here in NZ will be familiar how 
well this rule works! I guess it is good to see we are in line with internaƟ onal best 
pracƟ ce when it comes to ignoring that one).

So here I am on a track I don’t 
know, in a car I have driven 
for a total of 90 seconds 
heading into what looks to 
me like a blind crest corner at 
close on 200kph and the guy 
I don’t know siƫ  ng next to 
me says don’t liŌ  for this or 
the next three corners, just 
trust the car and the grip…….
fuuuuuuuuuuuuu  k!  I tell you 
what, that was the last Ɵ me I 



looked at the speedo for the whole lap as I went straight through panic to full on tun-
nel vision, screw the cars around me, they can get out of my way and I just applied a 
death grip to the wheel and threw that SOB into the corner foot to the fl oor and held 
on. From that point on, if the instructor had told me to jump off  a skyscraper with 
an umbrella, I would have done it. We railed that corner and all the ones aŌ er it at 
speeds well above what I was comfortable with, even aŌ er a full sideways four wheel 
driŌ  over a crest at one point, the instructor remained calm and just said reassuring 
things like “you got this”, “nice recovery” and “hey that gap between those two cars 
ahead of us, that looks big enough, duck between them for the fastest line into the 
next corner” wƞ ?. 

What I would say is that the sensory overload on that fi rst lap is so extreme that with-
out an instructor to guide you and monitor the traffi  c around you, you will not enjoy 
the experience as much as you could.  For those who have raced anything beyond 
sprint distances on the track, you will be 
familiar with how mentally and phys-
ically draining the experience can be. 
I could go on for pages recounƟ ng the 
lap, but I don’t think these arƟ cles are 
supposed to have chapters. By the end 
of the ….(deliberately vague) minutes 
of that fi rst lap, I was wrecked, my head 
was buzzing and I needed to bring my 
heart rate down and rest a few minutes 
before venturing out again. It was at this 
point having dropped my wife off  back 
to the Nurblife headquarters and having 
the car checked over and tyre pressures 
adjusted, that aŌ er talking with the 
instructor I decided that it was advisable 
to keep him on for my next lap.  It might 
have had something to do with him egg-
ing me on with comments like “oh now 
with just us in the car we can really open 
it up and go for a quick lap, I know you 
can go faster, you’ve got the skills”, ego 
offi  cially stroked! Sure why not (while 
actually thinking to myself, you have got to kidding, we nearly died like 5 Ɵ mes on 
that fi rst lap…. and you want me to go faster?). 
The second lap was even more epic, we were up on two wheels at one point having 
bounced a kerb and I was fully shiƫ  ng myself at Ɵ mes where I thought we leŌ  the 
ragged edge behind about three corners ago. At the end of the two laps I was done, 
maybe I could have managed one more, but I felt two was enough for this visit, you 



have to remember that each lap is 22km 
long and you are wheel to wheel with a 
mix of other amateurs and full on expert 
racers in circumstances where the 
speed diff erence between the cars at 
some parts of the circuit can be nearly 
100kph!.    
One thing you should know in advance 
of embarking on a lap with an instructor 
so it doesn’t catch you by surprise, when 
another car is overtaking you (especially 
if its one of the fast locals) the instructor 
puts their hand on the steering wheel 
to make sure you don’t make a random 
course correcƟ on into the path of the 
other car. I understand why, the costs 
involved in a collision jusƟ fy this level of 
intervenƟ on when you are dealing with 
unknown quanƟ Ɵ es such as fi rst-Ɵ me 
drivers who may be overwhelmed.  

A couple of other take aways you may 
not have known about, you are expected you use your indicators when overtaking 
other cars and despite what it may look like on TV, the carousel is made up of ex-
tremely rough concrete slabs and even the fastest full on track cars only go through it 
around 80 – 100kph, any more than that and it unceremoniously ejects you out the 
side! Most of the rental car companies have a deal with the photographers around 
the track and they use numberplate recogniƟ on so you can get some professional 
photos of your lap from the website link they will give you aŌ er your drive. You can 
also rent a GoPro for inside the car to record your lap if you don’t have your own.

So at the end of my two laps (my session was at 10.30am) we went to a few of the 
viewing spots around the track (including the infamous YouTube corner where all the 
crashes happen) before reƟ ring to lunch at a local restaurant that overlooks the valley 
the track is situated in. We drove back to Frankfurt in the aŌ ernoon and had plenty of 
Ɵ me to do some shopping downtown before heading back to the airport to catch our 
fl ight. 
It goes without saying that this was an awesome experience and something that is 
easily achievable if you do some planning in advance. I even think it was good value 
for money given the only other opƟ on is to take your own car which is pracƟ cally im-
possible for most of us unless you have a friend living locally who will lend you a car. 

And so that brings me to the costs, these were accurate as at June 2025 (I am not 



counƟ ng fl ights as I envisage this acƟ v-
ity as part of a stopover on your way 
to or from NZ); Nurblife Golf GTi 7.5 
performance pack premium rental for 2 
laps (includes car, fuel and track entry) 
$600 NZD 
Instructor (per lap) $100 NZD (x2)
AccommodaƟ on at Landhaus vor Burg 
Eltz (not including meals) $160 NZD
Alamo VW Golf rental from Frankfurt 
airport (we used one tank of fuel) $180 
NZD

Food and miscellaneous costs for two 
people $200 NZD (approx.) 
If you are considering something like 
this as part of a trip, feel free to get 
hold of me and I can possibly help you 
out with some addiƟ onal advice around 
planning. 

Cheers
Dean Herd



Harbour Capital Car Club 
is doing it again!

Women & Juniors Autocross
Sponsored by Neil’s Wheels

Contact Neil Roots for all your tyre needs 
on 027 248 3979

November 23rd at the Masterton Motorplex 

This will be a grass autocross and all women of any age or skill level 
are invited. We are including  juniors (12 to 18, boys & girls) to join in 

the fun and get a taste of what it is like to ‘autocross’!

This is event is designed for all levels of driver, 
no previous experience is necessary. 

For more informaƟ on please contact Jilly Fisher or Leon Cast. 

Please note: if you idenƟ fy as a woman, you are also welcome. 
This is an LGBTIQ+ inclusive event.



Membership ApplicaƟ on & Renewal 
Post completed form to: Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street,  Pukerua Bay 5026, New Zealand

First name: _______________________ Surname: _______________________DoB:_______

Other family members names and date of birth:
Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

ResidenƟ al address: ____________________________________________________

Postal address (if diff ers): ________________________________________________

Phone number: HM______________________ Cell: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

OccupaƟ on: _______________________________________________

Make and Model of car: ______________________________________

How did you fi nd out about us: ________________________________

Not Many Some Lots 

Speed Event

Rallies

Motorkhana 

Car Trials

Social Events

I’d like to volunteer: Speed \ Rallies \ Motorkhana \AutoX\ Social Events (please circle)

Annual subscripƟ ons paid to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
Per year: Single membership $45.00 - Student $35.00  - Family $55  for a couple, add $10 per 
addiƟ onal person.
Bank details: BNZ 02-0500-0351392-02
Reference: your name 

The informaƟ on you provide in this form is used and held by the Harbour Capital Car Club Com-
miƩ ee for maƩ ers relaƟ ng to your membership and parƟ cipaƟ on in events. Your date of birth is 
requested to enable us to register you with Motorsport New Zealand.



Wheelspin
Harbour Capital Car Club Inc.


