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The team that make it happen... 

President:
Leon Cast 

Ph 027 699 6838 - mowogeditor@yahoo.com

Club Capitan & Points Keeper:
Webster Gough 

Ph 027 368 6131 - webstergough23@gmail.com

Social Convener: 
Mark Rutherford 

Ph 027 706 9143 - mark.rutherford81@gmail.com 

Secretary: 
Brian Craig

Ph027 221 6004 - brian.craig@WSP.com

Treasurer & Memberships: 
Jilly Fisher

Ph 027 230 5801- 4jilly.hu@gmail.com

CommiƩ ee:
John Tennent - Ph 021 058 9807 - johntennent.45@gmail.com
Adam Fisher - Ph 027 457 7149 - fl yingfi sh.adam@gmail.com

Dave Wilce - Ph 027 533 9757 - dwilce@actrix.co.nz 
Paul Tapper - Ph 021 900 171- Paul.a.tapper@gmail.com

Neil Tapp - Ph 027 244 6696 - gonzo@tappsville.com 
WMSA Rep - Dave Wilce - 027 533 9757- dwilce@actrix.co.nz

Emma Shaw - Ph 021 268 0028 - emmaclaireshaw@gmail.com
Sarah Jaggs - 027 697 0394

Wheelspin editor - Chelles - Ph 027 298 4960 - chellesroberts@gmail.com

Club ScruƟ neers
Roll cage and authority card sign off  

Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 & Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859

Event ScruƟ neers 
Neil Roots Ph 027 248 3979, Adam Fisher Ph 027 457 7149, Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 

Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859 & Chelles Roberts Ph 027 298 4960
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CommiƩ ee MeeƟ ngs
are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

LocaƟ on: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30pm, everybody welcome

Club-night
fi rst Tuesday of each month
This month - 3rd December

Location: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30 pm 

All members and friends welcome

Wheelspin is the offi  cial magazine of the 
Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street, 

Pukerua Bay, 5026, New Zealand 

The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Club, its members or the commiƩ ee.

You’re welcome to share the content of this magazine, 
please remember to recognise the source, 
writers or photographers of the material.

Original photographs are usually available upon request.

Magazine content deadline
The Deadline for Wheelspin arƟ cles is the 

14TH OF THE MONTH 

If you’d like to submit a story but feel you need 
some editorial assistance please reach out to the Editor

as we can help. 



Sanity Clause (Because its a December arƟ cle and no other reason)
by Leon

Bit of a shorter arƟ cle this Ɵ me around, as 
I’ve not done any driving events since we last 
spoke, because the deadline for the Decem-
ber mag was quite early.

I’m sƟ ll deciding if I do the November Rubber 
Duck (brought to you by Neil’s Wheels) round 
or not, as I don’t think I’ll have a funcƟ onal 
reliable oil pressure gauge in the car by then.  
With the oil pressure having spiked high a 
couple of Ɵ mes at the Akatarawa event, I’m 

dubious about running while not trusƟ ng either or both of my oil pressure and gauge.  With 
the oil pressure previously reading lower on the gauge than in the previous 20 years with this 
engine, and now spiking the gauge (or, maybe it’s just the gauge spiking itself for no reason), 
it’s undermining my confi dence a bit.

Apparently stuck oil pressure relief valves can also be a thing.  But also, I’m a non mechanic, so 
I’ve no clue if intermiƩ ent sƟ cking pressure relief valves are a thing that can happen or not.  I’ll 
seek expert guidance between now and decision Ɵ me.

Since the Aka event, the Corolla has I think done a sum total of two trips up and down my 
driveway.

Glad to report the SwiŌ  has been sold, and moved on to a new home aŌ er two months on the 
market.  So that’s going to allow Corolla strut rebuild funds to be allocated.  I’m pleased with 
the new front springs geƫ  ng me a bit more ground clearance at the front, so adding rebuilt 
shocks to that, should help control them a bit more nicely too (as per previous comments, the 
front shocks are nine years old).

Annoyingly, looks like some car funds will instead be going into hearing aids, as it turns out that 
I’ve lost quite a bit of hearing, especially from my drivers side ear (sorry, right ear).  Seems that 
hearing aids are really expensive.  
Like more than a cheap car, and you 
can spend as much as a good car on 
them very easily if you wished to. 
However it should assist in my ex-
treme diffi  culty in being able to pick 
out conversaƟ ons from background 
noise.  Geƫ  ng old is such fun ...

Port Road I was there in Steward 
mode, so I was armed with a folder 
of documents, and also my camera 
since I can stand on one corner, and 
get pics from four diff erent angles.



The level of carnage was quite low, which is always 
helpful.  There was an Evo rotaƟ on into a footpath 
(the classic Corner #1 lose that I’ve seen a few 
Ɵ mes over the years), and Eli Sillay encountering a 
footpath or kerb in the big BMW.

Some interesƟ ng results at the pointy end of the 
fi eld, with a couple of really quick Evo’s up from 
the South Island taking out both fi rst and second 
overall, two seconds ahead of the usually all con-
quering Cross Cars.

Lee Herd had a bit of a day to forget in the AE111, chucking a power steering belt during run 
one, and then chucking a fl ywheel during run two.

Holding up the Herd honours was Jordan who put in a clean drive all day in the SwiŌ .  No mean 
feat given that the weather was changing all day, causing a mix of wet and dry runs.

Webster wasn’t able to enter, with the new drive-
shaŌ s failing to be completed before the weekend.  
Mike Hollis in the Celica powered MR-S put in one 
hell of a run to bring his car in fi Ō h overall.

Graham was 12th in the Yaris, puƫ  ng in a Ɵ dy 
drive, and not leƫ  ng some very wet runs ruin his 
day.

MaƩ  and Steve dual entered the V8 Ford Escort, which was a heck of a fast bit of machinery, 
and I actually managed to snap a photo of the car 
up on two wheels on the bump when you hug the 
inside of turn one.

The baƩ le of the Carvers was won by Quin, who 
came home a couple of places ahead of Vinnie.

Mike Duston was back for the fi rst Ɵ me in years, 
running a Mk2 SwiŌ  Sport in the 0-1300 class.  

He chased the Cappuccino (660cc turbo) hard all 
day, and got within about half a second.  So I’m 
guessing the SwiŌ  will be geƫ  ng some mods for a 
return match.

Then today (as I write this) I was at the Shelly Bay 
Sprint, parked up on my usual Mussel Farm corner.

I learned today, that you don’t listen to the stereo 



for 20 minutes in a Rav 4 hybrid with the igniƟ on 
on “accessory”, as apparently it drains the baƩ ery 
and the damn thing won’t start.  So I also learned 
today (thanks YouTube) that there’s actually a 
posiƟ ve terminal in the fusebox, and an earth point 
on the engine block... cos there’s no baƩ ery in 
the engine bay of the Rav!  So next Ɵ me I feel like 
listening to some funky tunes, I’ll be doing so with 
the car switched on and running.

Glad to report also, a lack of carnage at this event.  
I think maybe Neil Rush clipped the chicane, but nobody threw it into the scenery.  Always a 
good achievement at that bit of road.

Lee was having a few gremlins with the AE111 not 
running as cleanly as usual, but sƟ ll put down an 
absolute dominaƟ on in Class B and fi Ō h overall, 
which he’ll be pleased about.  Finishing the day 
without any important parts of the car jumping out 
this Ɵ me.

It was a really small turnout, with only 19 starƟ ng 
on the day.  So that’s disappoinƟ ng for the club, 
and they’ll have run at a loss this year.  Always a 

frustraƟ ng situaƟ on to be in when a club puts in the hard yards to put on an event.

Not helping them, was mulƟ ple event clashes, which 
will have nibbled away some people.  MG Classic, 
and a double Hillclimb in Hawkes Bay, as well as the 
Port Road drags.

The Port Road drags were occasionally audible from 
over the other side of the harbour, which gave me 
moments of confusion as to what car was due to 
arrive around the corner next.

The two W’s, Wade and Warren took out fi rst and second in the Cross Cars, with a ridiculous 
7 second gap 2:18-2:25 before a normal car appeared on the horizon, with Joseph in the big 
power Golf R taking up the fi nal spot on the podium.

Haydn took out second in Class B in the Mirage AsƟ , and was fl ying the HCCC colours for this 
event according to the results.

Once again Don McLean was running solo in the wee Barina in Class A.

That’s about the sum of my event recording.  I hope to see you out there in one of the events 
running before the end of 2024!
Leon





Membership Renewals 

Don’t forget that your club membership 
renewals are due this month

Its simple to renew your membership with HCCC.
Deposit your membership fee to the using the 

following details,  update Motorsport Online and 
email Jilly to confi rm at 4jilly.hu@gmail.com

If any of your details need updaƟ ng such as email, 
phone numbers, address please let us know

Pay to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
Per year: Single membership $45.00 - Student $35.00  - 
Family $55  for a couple, add $10 per addiƟ onal person.

Bank details: BNZ 02-0500-0351392-02
Reference: your name

ParƟ culars: Membership



Editor’s tale... Photography, cars and an exhibiƟ on.

A few months ago I was asked if I would be interested in being part of a project for a 
student studying their Bachelor of Design, with a major in photography. Ryan, in his 
last year of study at Massey University, was embarking on a visual documentary of 
car enthusiasts and wanted a range 
of diff erent people. Apparently ‘yours 
truly’ and the Mirage are a bit inter-
esƟ ng. It was a great opportunity to 
work with a budding photographer 
and, as a reƟ red pro-photographer I 
am all about helping the next genera-
Ɵ on into the industry. 

In Ryan’s words he states “This pho-
tography project is a passion of mine, 
driven by a desire to explore new 
perspecƟ ves on cars and the ways 
they connect people. I am interested 
in discovering how individuals’ views on cars can help shed light on the experiences 
of those who may not be directly interested in cars. My goal is to capture the stories 
behind each parƟ cipant’s car,revealing their personal connecƟ ons to their car and 
idenƟ ty through the context of New Zealand.”

Ryan’s plan was to photograph diff erent people in the places they worked on their 
cars, or enjoyed their cars to capture some of the personality of both owner and car. 
As I couldn’t take him to a race track, Ryan came and hung out in my garage for a Ɵ me 
and then we went for a drive down the Wainuiomata Coast Road stopping along the 
way to capture shots. It was a diff erent experience for me being on the other side of 
the camera. 

 The fi nal result was an exhibiƟ on at Gazley Škoda Wellington’s showroom. I aƩ ended 
the opening night, it was a great success. Ryan showed his passion, along with his 
understanding of people and their cars. It’s a pleasure to see a young man on his way 
in the creaƟ ve world. 







Membership ApplicaƟ on & Renewal 
Post completed form to: Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street,  Pukerua Bay 5026, New Zealand

First name: _______________________ Surname: _______________________DoB:_______

Other family members names and date of birth:
Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

ResidenƟ al address: ____________________________________________________

Postal address (if diff ers): ________________________________________________

Phone number: HM______________________ Cell: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

OccupaƟ on: _______________________________________________

Make and Model of car: ______________________________________

How did you fi nd out about us: ________________________________

Not Many Some Lots 

Speed Event

Rallies

Motorkhana 

Car Trials

Social Events

I’d like to volunteer: Speed \ Rallies \ Motorkhana \AutoX\ Social Events (please circle)

Annual subscripƟ ons paid to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
Per year: Single membership $45.00 - Student $35.00  - Family $55  for a couple, add $10 per 
addiƟ onal person.
Bank details: BNZ 02-0500-0351392-02
Reference: your name 

The informaƟ on you provide in this form is used and held by the Harbour Capital Car Club Com-
miƩ ee for maƩ ers relaƟ ng to your membership and parƟ cipaƟ on in events. Your date of birth is 
requested to enable us to register you with Motorsport New Zealand.


