
Wheelspin
September 2024



The team that make it happen... 

President:
Leon Cast 

Ph 027 699 6838 - mowogeditor@yahoo.com

Club Capitan & Points Keeper:
Webster Gough 

Ph 027 368 6131 - webstergough23@gmail.com

Social Convener: 
Mark Rutherford 

Ph 027 706 9143 - mark.rutherford81@gmail.com 

Secretary: 
Brian Craig

Ph027 221 6004 - brian.craig@WSP.com

Treasurer & Memberships: 
Jilly Fisher

Ph 027 230 5801- 4jilly.hu@gmail.com

CommiƩ ee:
John Tennent - Ph 021 058 9807 - johntennent.45@gmail.com
Adam Fisher - Ph 027 457 7149 - fl yingfi sh.adam@gmail.com

Dave Wilce - Ph 027 533 9757 - dwilce@actrix.co.nz 
Paul Tapper - Ph 021 900 171- Paul.a.tapper@gmail.com

Neil Tapp - Ph 027 244 6696 - gonzo@tappsville.com 
WMSA Rep - Dave Wilce - 027 533 9757- dwilce@actrix.co.nz

Emma Shaw - Ph 021 268 0028 - emmaclaireshaw@gmail.com
Sarah Jaggs - 027 697 0394

Wheelspin editor - Chelles - Ph 027 298 4960 - chellesroberts@gmail.com

Club ScruƟ neers
Roll cage and authority card sign off  

Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 & Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859

Event ScruƟ neers 
Neil Roots Ph 027 248 3979, Adam Fisher Ph 027 457 7149, Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 

Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859 & Chelles Roberts Ph 027 298 4960

Cover Image: Image by William Brothwell of Will’s Pics



CommiƩ ee MeeƟ ngs
are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

LocaƟ on: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30pm, everybody welcome

Club-night
fi rst Tuesday of each month
This month - 4th September

Location: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30 pm 

All members and friends welcome

Wheelspin is the offi  cial magazine of the 
Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street, 

Pukerua Bay, 5026, New Zealand 

The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Club, its members or the commiƩ ee.

You’re welcome to share the content of this magazine, 
please remember to recognise the source, 
writers or photographers of the material.

Original photographs are usually available upon request.

Magazine content deadline
The Deadline for Wheelspin arƟ cles is the 

14TH OF THE MONTH 

If you’d like to submit a story but feel you need 
some editorial assistance please reach out to the Editor

as we can help. 



Sealed Autocross Round 3 - Day of the Ducks
Sunday 29 September 

Neil’s Wheels presents the conƟ nuaƟ on of our Sealed autocross

At the Masterton Motorplex Drag Strip - 8:30am
This could be our last sealed event of the year as we’re aiming 

to be back on the grass in Spring/Summer.
This will be Round 3 of a 3 Round Rubber Duck Series.

Online entries via Motorsport NZ - we will let you know when they’re open!

If you don’t have a Motorsport NZ Login, get in touch and we’ll be happy to help you 
out, nearer the event Ɵ me we will upload a form you can fi ll out.
Treaded tyres only, so semi slicks are okay. No full slicks!
Helmet and overalls requirements haven’t changed for events of this level. Just make 
sure you’re wearing coƩ on or wool under it, and leather shoes please.
To avoid any refuelling headaches (with the new rules) we suggest you bring your 
car with enough fuel already in it. There is a few choices of petrol staƟ ons close by in 
Masterton.
No compeƟ Ɵ on licence required.
Car club membership required unless this is one of your fi rst two events ever.



Septembering Remembering? 
by Leon

Yes, I’m sƟ ll struggling with original Ɵ tles 
for the monthly rambles.  This one being 
parƟ cularly inaccurate given that it’s actually 
July and August events I’m recounƟ ng.  So 
there we go.

The Corolla arrived back to me a week prior 
to Wairongomai Road, so I didn’t aƩ empt 
to run in the engine in a series of late night 
missions, as I was sƟ ll feeling preƩ y jaded 
from what was most likely Covid Round 2 for 
me. Which also meant I stayed home on the 

day of the event, so I’ve got no report or original photos from the day.

While the Corolla engine is running very smoothly, the oil pressure on the gauge isn’t coming 
up to where I’d expect to be seeing it, so we’ll be doing a bit of invesƟ gaƟ ng to see if that’s a 
real problem or not between now and October (which is the fi rst scheduled event for the car).

It looked like a bit of an interesƟ ng and slightly odd fi eld at Wairongomai, with fi ve cross cars 
running, and Jeff  Ward double entered in a couple of V8 gravel rashers.  The Hillman Hunter, 
and also his old 5 series BMW that I’ve not seen at an event for a long Ɵ me.

JusƟ n Murray from Levin CC was debuƟ ng an AE/TE(?)70 Corolla hatch, much like Graeme 
Penhey used to run back in the day, with a 3TGTE engine.  Which was a car I didn’t know he 
had.  So I’m not sure if it has been in the build, or if he bought it.  But that’s a preƩ y race car to 
be seen these days, especially with a period correct engine rather than something easy like a 
4AGE.

Jeff  was the fastest non cross-car, but won’t be in 
the offi  cial results as such because of the double 
entry.  Tim was next fastest, in the Ford/Holden 
Escort, with Graham Heath only fracƟ ons of a 
second behind him in the Pulsar.

Graham is preƩ y pleased with his result, mixing 
it up with Tim again for the fi rst Ɵ me in a while.  
But a new suspension set up, and some fi xes have 
made the Pulsar a lot nicer to drive.

Richard Prouse (HVMC) had a rare moment of unplanned excitement in his E36 BMW, depart-
ing the road through a fence. But the results tell me that he completed the rest of the runs that 
day, so it must just have been fl esh wounds.

Clint Clunie has purchased the ex Karl Robinson Bluebird turbo classic rally car, and was up at 
the Otaki event giving that a run too.  Seemed to be from the results, a lot of the big engine 



two wheel drive cars, and only a solitary four 
wheel drive running.  Not many entries in total, 
and only the one car from HCCC.

My fi rst motorsport event (I’m not going to count 
driving a Corolla around carefully to put miles on 
the engine as an event) was in the GR.

Headed up to Manawatu’s backtrack autocross, 
both direcƟ ons.  I enjoy the backtrack a lot, and 
aŌ er a number of years of requesƟ ng, they sep-

arated out the motorkhana from the autocross, 
allowing us a good number of runs this Ɵ me.  We 
got seven runs on the day, four clockwise, three 
anƟ clockwise.  The motorkhana event will be in 
November, running by itself, and just be grass on 
the backtrack infi eld areas.

I had worked with Jeff  from Manawatu to come 
up with a diff erent way of using the infi eld this 
Ɵ me around, so we used a bit of the “pretend 
roading” that we’d not done before, and ap-
proached the same roundabout from two diff erent direcƟ ons.  Using only 1/4 of the round-
about, rather than mulƟ ple laps of it.

It turned out to be quite entertaining, albeit occasionally scary.  Each bit of the infi eld road had 
a diff erent level of tracƟ on available, including one secƟ on that drove like it was pure gravel.  
Which is preƩ y challenging on road tyres or semi-slicks.

Then there were bits where you could cut on the grass, and other where if you tried it there 
was concrete or drains, so you’d assuredly be leaving your sump or a suspension strut on the 
infi eld.

There was a really strong turnout from the Wellington area people, and some of the regulars at 
our autocross events.  Which was good to see.  37 entries in total, which was a busy day, but it 
ran preƩ y smoothly.  I don’t think there was any carnage on the day, which is doing well for a 
wildly varying surface, and some preƩ y decent rainfall.

It was crazy compeƟ Ɵ ve in the four wheel drive class, which also turned out possibly not too 
surprisingly to be the top fi ve overall.

Richard Mason bolted some Dunlop semi slicks (I’m not sure if he bought them off  Neil’s 
Wheels, but he probably should have done) onto Sarah’s A45 AMG Merc.  Which to be honest, 
is a car I’d never really heard of before, but it kind of must be Merc’s version of an Evo hunter.  
Not sure how heavy it was, but I’m guessing it was a bit chonk.  Not much shy of 400hp, four 
wheel drive, and a seven speed fl appy paddle box.  It really did piss off  from the start line, and 
predictably with Richard at the wheel, put in some very rapid Ɵ mes, while also looking totally 
not dramaƟ c at all.  Richard ended up winning the event, pulling out about two seconds on the 



fi rst course from me.

I tried preƩ y hard (as the in car video footage showed), and gave myself some preƩ y big mo-
ments of sideways in the GR.  Some of those sideways moments coming out of nowhere too, 
which livens things up a bit.  The Goodrides were hanging on beƩ er than they probably should 
have done given the number of heat cycles through them now, but with the lack of tempera-
ture in the track, were a bit exciƟ ng.

I clawed back a few fracƟ ons of a second in the anƟ clockwise track to just sneak ahead of Rich-
ard in that course.  Although it was iniƟ ally a bit disheartening, as one of his anƟ clock runs was 
six seconds faster than me.  However it turned out that was because he went the wrong way.

Nick Chong was there in his GR, losing three seconds to Graham on the fi rst course, but then 
pulling out fi ve seconds quicker on the second course, to bring his GR home third.

Graham’s Goodrides are very heavily worn on the back pair, so everywhere I was sideways, he 
was a bit more sideways.  Which while it’s interesƟ ng, isn’t the fastest way around the track, so 
he brought his GR home fourth overall.

We were followed by Manfeild regular David Chamberlain in his Ford Focus RS, which he 
always seems to manage to put in very effi  cient and Ɵ dy laps at every event.  He was running 
Dunlop soŌ s, which would have been really good on the circuit, but were probably a bit excit-
ing when they picked up infi eld road gravel.

Webster conƟ nues to shake down the MR-S (sƟ ll 
featuring no side windows, and yes it was raining 
at Ɵ mes on the day), coming home second in 
rear drive, a couple of seconds behind Viv Eden 
in the E30 BMW.

PC was second in front drive, a couple of seconds 
behind ScoƩ  in an EP72 Starlet.  Although it’s 
worth menƟ oning that PC is running a relaƟ vely 
stock mechanically Vitz, and ScoƩ  is running a 
B18C Honda motor bored out to slightly over 1900cc.  So well done Pete on using cornering 
skills to stay so close to a car puƫ  ng out at least 50% more power than you, and in a lighter car.  
Once again PC showing what a good setup, and Ɵ dy driving can achieve.

Khalid was puƫ  ng in some more miles in the Fiesta rally car, and geƫ  ng progressively quicker 
with each ouƟ ng.  Certainly was a faster track for him to be running on, than our Masterton 
sealed (arf arf) events.

Brian Worboys was running the enƟ rely open to all seasons “Nugget” race car, which again, will 
have been a bit character developing during the rainy runs.  However he reports no regrets, 
and that he’d do it all over again.

Everyone’s favourite racing grandmother Cathy Reid was out there in the Mirage, having an 
excellent day.



Harrison did an excellent spin in the middle of the drag strip without touching anything.  We’ve 
not enquired if there was any laundry required post-event.

EliCopter Pilot Sillay achieved grass rotaƟ ons status twice, which nearly lead to a laundry bill 
for the clerk of course as he watched a BMW spinning downhill toward a concrete wall.  Less is 
more on a rainy track ...

Young Vinnie beat dad Quin in the Pulsar... should we be expecƟ ng that Vinnie might need to 
buy his own race car soon?

Jerama has added an intake, some aero, and also some racing stripes that look a lot like the 
Platz from the previous weekend.  Slightly hindering his eff orts are that he’s running tyres that 
are only very slightly soŌ er in compound than the wheels that he is running.

We’re preƩ y sure that Ian has bedded in his new clutch aŌ er Sunday, having blown the previ-
ous one drag racing on the strip at an unrelated event.

Shane earned himself a speeding Ɵ cket for not slowing down enough in the “slow down box”, 
so will be wriƟ ng “I shall not speed” fi Ō y Ɵ mes on a piece of paper.

Loren drove so fast during the morning sessions, that he went home at lunchƟ me.  Either that 
or he had busy duƟ es on the Sunday, and couldn’t sƟ ck around.

Neil Tapp has created us some Ɵ med traffi  c lights for the “slow down box” which worked 
superbly a couple of Ɵ mes, but then threw a check engine light.  Version 2.0 on the drawing 
board.

We even had a coff ee cart there on Sunday, courtesy of Neil Roots’ neighbour.  She is booked in 
for our September 29th event, which is the third of the all seal (arf arf) trilogy.  So you can get 
your caff eine fi x on site next round as well.

That’s more than enough words from me (sorry Chelles, and anyone else who is sƟ ll awake by 
this page).

See you at a place with cones and cars and stuff .
Leon

Thanks to William Brothwell of Will’s Pic’s for the gravel sprint imgaes. 



Results from the Manfeild Backtrack Autocross Sunday 11 August



Harbour Capital Car Club - Autocross Results Round 2 
Neils Wheels Rubber Duck sealed challenge

Autocross 18 August 2024 – Dawn of the Ducks

 Thank you all for coming along and braving the inclement weather to the second 
round of the latest Duck Trilogy.   All rounds are on the Sealed venue of the Drag Strip 
and return Road.   We are very grateful to the Motorplex management for allowing us 
to be able to run on the venue and as happened on Sunday allowed us to sƟ ll run the 
event even with Rain on the day.  

Well done to all the place geƩ ers for the day and thanks for all the helpers too.  
The Crazy duck moment/s of the day has to go to Eli Sillay for a couple of epic spins 
onto the grass.   (now nicknamed Elicopters… )

 4 Wheel Ducks    Engine Not over Ducks
1st           Graham Heath   1st           Richard Haines
2nd     Leon Cast   2nd          Adam Fisher
3rd          Loren Brookes   3rd      Eli Sillay

 Engine over Ducks   Junior Ducks
1st           Webster Gough   1st          Khalid Mason
2nd          Khalid Mason   2nd         Vinnie Carver
3rd          Peter Collins   3rd         Eli Sillay

Series places aŌ er Round 2 
4WD  - 1st  Graham Heath (60)   2nd   Leon Cast (45)   3rd  Loren Brookes (39)
ENOD - 1st  Richard Haines (60)  2nd  Adam Fisher (45)  3rd  Eli Sillay  (37)
EOD - 1st equal Peter Collins and Webster Gough (50) and 2nd equal Quin and Vinnie 
Carver equal on (36)   3rd  Steven Webb (34)

Juniors   
1st  Eli Sillay (37) 
2nd equal  Emmet Sillay and Vinnie Carver on (36)  
3rd  Khalid Mason (25)

The last round of this series will be Sunday 29 September 2024 so put this in your 
diary’s, will be up on Sporty in the next few day.  



Membership ApplicaƟ on & Renewal 
Post completed form to: Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street,  Pukerua Bay 5026, New Zealand

First name: _______________________ Surname: _______________________DoB:_______

Other family members names and date of birth:
Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

ResidenƟ al address: ____________________________________________________

Postal address (if diff ers): ________________________________________________

Phone number: HM______________________ Cell: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

OccupaƟ on: _______________________________________________

Make and Model of car: ______________________________________

How did you fi nd out about us: ________________________________

Not Many Some Lots 

Speed Event

Rallies

Motorkhana 

Car Trials

Social Events

I’d like to volunteer: Speed \ Rallies \ Motorkhana \AutoX\ Social Events (please circle)

Annual subscripƟ ons paid to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
Per year: Single membership $45.00 - Student $35.00  - Family $55  for a couple, add $10 per 
addiƟ onal person.
Bank details: BNZ 02-0500-0351392-02
Reference: your name 

The informaƟ on you provide in this form is used and held by the Harbour Capital Car Club Com-
miƩ ee for maƩ ers relaƟ ng to your membership and parƟ cipaƟ on in events. Your date of birth is 
requested to enable us to register you with Motorsport New Zealand.


