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The team that make it happen... 

President:
Leon Cast 

Ph 027 699 6838 - mowogeditor@yahoo.com

Club Capitan & Points Keeper:
Webster Gough 

Ph 027 368 6131 - webstergough23@gmail.com

Social Convener: 
Mark Rutherford 

Ph 027 706 9143 - mark.rutherford81@gmail.com 

Secretary: 
Brian Craig

Ph027 221 6004 - brian.craig@WSP.com

Treasurer & Memberships: 
Jilly Fisher

Ph 027 230 5801- 4jilly.hu@gmail.com

Commi  ee:
John Tennent - Ph 021 058 9807 - johntennent.45@gmail.com
Adam Fisher - Ph 027 457 7149 - fl yingfi sh.adam@gmail.com

Dave Wilce - Ph 027 533 9757 - dwilce@actrix.co.nz 
Paul Tapper - Ph 021 900 171- Paul.a.tapper@gmail.com

Neil Tapp - Ph 027 244 6696 - gonzo@tappsville.com 
WMSA Rep - Dave Wilce - 027 533 9757- dwilce@actrix.co.nz

Emma Shaw - Ph 021 268 0028 - emmaclaireshaw@gmail.com
Sarah Jaggs - 027 697 0394

Wheelspin editor - Chelles - Ph 027 298 4960 - chellesroberts@gmail.com

Club Scru  neers
Roll cage and authority card sign off  

Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 & Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859

Event Scru  neers 
Neil Roots Ph 027 248 3979, Adam Fisher Ph 027 457 7149, Leon Cast Ph 027 699 6838 

Cam Garthwaite Ph 027 726 6859 & Chelles Roberts Ph 027 298 4960
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Commi  ee Mee  ngs
are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

Loca  on: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville
7:30pm, everybody welcome

Club-night
fi rst Tuesday of each month

This month - 6th August
Location: 1841 Bar, Disraeli Street, Johnsonville

7:30 pm 
All members and friends welcome

Wheelspin is the offi  cial magazine of the 
Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street, 

Pukerua Bay, 5026, New Zealand 

The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Club, its members or the commi  ee.

You’re welcome to share the content of this magazine, 
please remember to recognise the source, 
writers or photographers of the material.

Original photographs are usually available upon request.

Magazine content deadline
The Deadline for Wheelspin ar  cles is the 

14TH OF THE MONTH 

If you’d like to submit a story but feel you need 
some editorial assistance please reach out to the Editor

as we can help. 





El Presidente Musings 
by Leon

A couple of events, and a dose of the ‘Rona 
since we last met!

In the week leading up to Taranaki Tarmac 
rally, I had what I thought was a cold, but on 
comparing notes with a workmate who was 
sick with the same symptoms on the same 
 meframe, seems pre  y inevitable that it 

was the ‘Rona again.

As I write this, it’s two weeks later, and I’m 
s  ll only about 50% func  onal human again.  

So has been a decent amount worse than last  me.  I caught it at a work func  on, so I guess 
I’ve been pre  y lucky to have not copped it again earlier.

One posi  ve though, you don’t spend a lot of money if you’re at home for a week fl opped on 
the sofa!

The Corolla is s  ll ge   ng the engine swap, and various other maintenance items sorted out.  
Although as I write this, it’s now only 8 days away from Levin Car Club’s Wairongomai Road 
gravel sprint.  So it’s seeming less likely that I will be compe  ng at that event, given that I’ll 
need to have run in an engine by that day.  So might be that I’m either not there, or there with 
a camera rather than a car.

We had another sealed autocross round up at the Masterton Motorplex, kicking off  our fi rst all-
sealed trilogy, which might be the shape of things to come through the winter months.

I decided to enter the GR, albeit cau  ously, since it’s an all sealed series, and it makes sense to 
enter in the same class for all three rounds.  I’m not at Graham level of dedica  on to be willing 
to chuck the GR around in our rocky paddock.  I’ll s  ck with the cheaper cars on the bouncy 
venue.

We had a pre  y good turnout at the event, despite the rainy weather, with 33 starters, which is 
enough for us to cover costs and be pu   ng some money in the bank toward future club asset 
purchases.

We’re probably going to need to work on ge   ng through doco and scru  neering a bit more 
quickly, so that we’re on the track and racing a bit more quickly.  This is where you could do 
your bit, and join Neil Roots (scru  neer, sponsor, and marshal!) to do some scru  neering or 
wrangling cars to be checked over.  The quicker we get through the paper bits, the more runs 
you will be ge   ng on the day.

Everyone who was able to s  ck around got fi ve runs on the day, which is not bad, but if we can 
start earlier, that will mean more skids.



Also, if you’re a not compe  tor, we could use another marshal out there on cone du  es, as 
we’re running over quite a long distance in a straight line, we’re slowing things up by having 
the marshals cover a decent distance on foot and clamber over a wall to retrieve and replace 
cones.

All things that we can work on, as we streamline the running of the event.

We had our fi rst crunch, as Pedro’s Exocet decided that combining lots of power, and a wet 
track wasn’t going to work.  So the orange rocket will be undergoing some nose surgery before 
we see it out again.

In the four wheel jeepers class, Graham made the most of the Dunlop so  s (refer:  sponsor 
Neil’s Wheels), to pull out to a clear victory.  In second was John in the very hot Impreza, with 
myself third in the GR.

Engine not-over class was really one of the random mixed bag of vehicles that you can get 
autocrossing.  Richard took out fi rst in the Toyota Crown, of assorted angry V8 noises.  Taio 
second in a Porsche 944, which I think most people would consider to be a somewhat more 
conven  onal tarmac race car.  Then Adam third in the rally spec KP Starlet (now fi  ed with the 
grun  er 1300 Swi   engine).  Fourth, was Stephen Heise in the always unlikely decision, of an 
enormous six cylinder Falcon.

In the engine over driven was another fairly mixed bag!   PC in the Vitz taking out fi rst, in the 
low power high enthusiasm Vitz, Brian in the home built motorbike powered open wheeler 
“Nugget” in second, then Webster making his fi rst series appearance in the Toyota MR-S now 
featuring Honda mo  va  on.  Webster and Brian both experiencing the full outside experi-
ence in their cars which are either en  rely open to the elements, or merely without any side 
windows.  Seems likely Webster will now be making some plans for fi   ng windows, because 
Wellington isn’t known for deligh  ully tropical climates.

We again had a good fi eld of juniors, with 9 entrants aged 18 and younger.  Always good where 
we’re running almost 1/3 of the fi eld being the next genera  ons coming through.  Now we just 
need to convert some of them into taking on some offi  cial roles, so we can supplement our 
current crop of offi  cials!

Vinnie Carver was the quickest of the juniors, coming home 6th in class, and 15th overall.  Lu-
cas was next at posi  on 22, then Emmet in the BMW 24th overall.

We were missing a couple of the usual suspects, 
with no Herds or Masons joining us on the day.  
Also absent for the fi rst  me, was the gaggle of 
MR-S’s who seem to be at all the tarmac sprints 
these days.

Moving over to the social side of things, we had 
our Ma  nee showing of the Kiwi movie Poppy, 
which wasn’t terribly well a  ended, so we’ll go 
back to evening showings again for the future.



Looking ahead to social, we’re going to have 
another go-kart evening out in Porirua.  Aiming 
for the fourth Tuesday of August, so keep a 
watch on the Facebook page for a sign up 
there.
Straight a  er movie day, Emma and I headed 
up to Taranaki, to chase the tarmac rally with a 
camera.

I was s  ll a bit jaded from the ‘Rona, so while 
we could easily have go  en to four stages, I took it pre  y easy and we only went to two stages.

Despite the fact that they were running it as a dual permit event, with a full rally op  on, and 
also a Clubman’s rally op  on, there wasn’t a huge turnout.  I believe that they had 34 starters 
for the full rally, and only another four for the Clubmans stages.

Some really quick tarmac cars up there, pu   ng in 
pre  y effi  cient  mes.

The only HCCC entry that I’m aware of, was Lee 
Herd naviga  ng in the Evo powered KP Starlet, 
who came home 11th overall, and second in 
class.

Some really quick roads were being run, as with 
the Rallysafe units in the cars, they can record 
top speeds in stage, and in one stage about 2/3 

of the fi eld exceeded 190k as a top speed.  Which is rather rapid, and must have been pre  y 
exci  ng in a car with a wheelbase as short as a KP Starlet.

Not a huge number of two wheel drive or low power cars up there running, which is a bit of a 
pity, as I quite enjoy the low speed ba  les like Mark in the Ka versus the old Baleno like we had 
in 2023.

Managed to get some reasonable photos on the 
day, and spent a bit of money up around the 
Naki, and then on the way home where I picked 
up another couple of sets of the Minilite replica 
wheels that I’m so fond of.  I’m not actually sure 
how many sets that I have now, but I imagine 
that I’ll just keep quietly accumula  ng any cheap 
sets that I can get my hands on.

Although I’ll be needing a new dip-strip / pow-
dercoat shop, as I endured well in excess of a 
year of ba  ling the previous company to get one set of wheels done for the GR!  Which isn’t 
great, given that if he’d been effi  cient, I’d be probably ge   ng another dozen 14” wheels done.



Looking ahead, as well as go-karts, we’ve also got the remaining two rounds of the sealed duck 
series, August 18th, and September 29th.

If you fancy some tarmac ac  on at Manfeild, don’t forget that The Surgery sprints run through 
winter, as do Manawatu Car Club’s open day series.

That’s it from me, see you somewhere with burgers, cones, or karts.
Leon



Go Kart Challenge!
Tuesday 27th August @ 7pm

See you there!

Indoor Raceway 
3 Raiha Street, Elsdon, Porirua 



Have you thought of racing your EV?

Then this infomra  on is for you. 

MotorSport New Zealand has seen an increasing interest in compe  tors wan  ng to 
use their electric or hybrid vehicles at motorsport events.

In October 2021, MotorSport New Zealand gave the green light to electric & hybrid 
vehicles compe  ng at their events with the launch of the electric vehicle guidelines. 
However, there are some things to be aware of before you enter. Please reach out to 
the event organiser to be aware of the requirements for your EV and to ask if EV’s are 
permi  ed as not all events allow EV’s to run.

As you can imagine there are some extra safety rules around running your EV at an 
event that you will need to prepare for.  There are EV specifi c Safety Kits that events 
organisers need to use to help protect volunteer offi  cials when dealing with electric 
and hybrid vehicle incidents.

You must have an electrical vehicle logbook, so ensure you arrange that before en-
tering any event. This means you cannot “enter on the day” with an electric or hybrid 
vehicle due to the addi  onal safety measures required to keep you as the compe  tor 
safe, along with your fellow compe  tors and volunteer offi  cials.

If you have any ques  ons you can reach out to Motor Sport NZ and they can talk you 
through what you need to know.



Editors Note
Hi everyone, I hope July treated you well. 

The digital Wheelspin seems to be going down well. If you have any feedback or 
would like to see any addi  ons to the magazine please let me know at chellesrob-
erts@gmail.com. 

I’ve not been up to any motorsport this month, however, I did have a neat li  le 
exchange in the supermarket while doing my shop. A young man of around 6 or 7 
tapped me on the hip and asked me my name, he complimented me on my car hood-
ie and told me he ‘really loves cars’. A  er a quick introduc  on I told him that I really 
loved cars too. With his mum standing by we cha  ed about car things and I asked 
what his favorite car is and he announced with a huge smile Toyota Supras! Appar-
ently Toyota’s are the best and he explained that is because they look and sound the 
best. I was also told the second best cars are race cars. I had to laugh. I showed him a 
few photos of my cars and also a few race cars from the HCCC Facebook page, I think 
we may have a car racer in the making there. I even showed the out wedding photos 
that fetured a Surpa and the EVO, he was wide eyed!
It was one of those lovely whole exchanges that brightens your day. 

Catch you next month! 

Chelles 



Membership Applica  on & Renewal 
Post completed form to: Harbour Capital Car Club, C/o 13 Gray Street,  Pukerua Bay 5026, New Zealand

First name: _______________________ Surname: _______________________DoB:_______

Other family members names and date of birth:
Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Name: ______________________________________________________ DoB:___________

Residen  al address: ____________________________________________________

Postal address (if diff ers): ________________________________________________

Phone number: HM______________________ Cell: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

Occupa  on: _______________________________________________

Make and Model of car: ______________________________________

How did you fi nd out about us: ________________________________

Not Many Some Lots 

Speed Event

Rallies

Motorkhana 

Car Trials

Social Events

I’d like to volunteer: Speed \ Rallies \ Motorkhana \AutoX\ Social Events (please circle)

Annual subscrip  ons paid to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
Per year: Single membership $45.00 - Student $35.00  - Family $55  for a couple, add $10 per 
addi  onal person.
Bank details: BNZ 02-0500-0351392-02
Reference: your name 

The informa  on you provide in this form is used and held by the Harbour Capital Car Club Com-
mi  ee for ma  ers rela  ng to your membership and par  cipa  on in events. Your date of birth is 
requested to enable us to register you with Motorsport New Zealand.


