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 In the many hour wait before the second run of the stage, there was plenty of time to experience 
 more of the character building toilet, try to have a nap (and failing in my case), and partake of 
 snacks. 

 In due course, cars started happening again, and we scuttled off to our respective photo taking 
 vantage points.  One of us mistrusted the weather, and took a coat [Leon points at himself], while 
 the other two decided it was nice and warm, and then got completely soaked [points at Geoff and 
 Sarah].  It certainly wasn’t cold, but it had a pretty good crack at drowning us all. 

 Nobody at our corner threw themselves into the scenery, although there was a bit of climbing the 
 inside of a bank, but not to a degree where cars rotated themselves. 

 Once sweep went through, we tagged on to the end of the line of traffic and continued on through 
 the stage.  What an absolutely brilliant road it was, constant zig zags, pretty scenery, and then 
 courtesy of the rain, slippery as hell in places. 

 We did pass one rally car slightly stuck off the road, which was a little odd, as it looked in an 
 eminently recoverable position.  Perhaps they had broken something driveline, and then got 
 themselves beached. 

 Thereafter there was a drive to North Shore, which I can only describe in a collection of swear 
 words that would surely cause the editor to do some snipping.  The traffic was gruesome, there 
 were roadworks aplenty, I had a Fontera truck not understand what a lane closure in 400 meters 
 sign meant, and then try to make Truck + Kia babies happen.  Then it got dark, and a lot of the 
 road markings then became invisible.  Suffice to say, my opinion of Auckland remains “cut it off, 
 and tow it over to Australia”. 

 Turned out to be a futile trip North for me, as I was starting to get crook.  So rather than stand in 
 the forecast heavy rain for another day of spectating, I headed myself home from Auckland on the 
 Saturday.  Remarkably there was very little in the way of aggressive or obnoxious driving to be 
 seen on the way South, and the Kia just trundled along in a very turbo diesel sort of way.  Pity it 
 doesn’t have cruise control, but other than that, it was a decent trip. 

 Meanwhile, over the last two months, a non-car-friend (I checked, it is still allowable for me to have 
 non-car people in my life) was diagnosed, and then rather rapidly passed away due to cancer.  So 
 that has been a far from pleasant time, and my opinion of cancer remains extremely low. [makes 
 obscene gesture]. 

 Then to my disappointment, the Toyota IQ was returned to me (it was on loan to somebody 
 needing transport), so it was time to be rid of the thing. 

 A car yard around the corner from work had a Swift/Ignis Sport as a trade-in, so I did a part trade, 
 left them the IQ and some money, and took a Sport away. 

 Over the next 50km or so, a rattle started to come and go.  Rattles - while soothing to small human 
 beings (apparently), are not soothing to adult human beings when they start to emit from a newly 
 purchased car. 

 Dumped the oil, and investigated the bottom of the drain tray.  Yup, panning for gold.  Sigh.  So 
 that car was returned to the yard for a refund, and the bloody IQ came back to me again. 

 Because I’m not confident that I can get the IQ to drive up a tall enough cliff to be worth pushing 
 the IQ off it, I’ll see if Turners is willing to take it off my hands. 
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 Slightly annoyingly, I had spent around six hours polishing the Sport up to a far more sparkling 
 (much like the oil) condition.  So that was a complete waste of my time.  Ah well, I guess I just 
 have to think of it as being a tax on my time, for me to have a 250km test drive of a Swift/Ignis.  It 
 must be said, I enjoyed it greatly (other than the engine rattles).  They’ve got bags of torque, much 
 like the Vitz RS’s that I keep buying, but feels quicker than an RS.  So I think at some point or 
 another, I will probably end up buying one.  Hopefully though, one without terminal engine failure 
 incoming! 

 We’ve got LOADS of events coming up at Masterton, to help offset our complete rain off of 
 everything since January this year!! 

 December 17  th  Motorkhana, half tarmac, half gass. 
 December 17  th  evening, BBQ dinner at Neil & Lynda’s house 
 December 18  th  , Autocross 
 January 8  th  , Autocross. 
 February 5  th  Autocross 
 March 5  th  Autocross. 

 All the Autocross events are on the WMSA calendar as Kim Naylor rounds, as that then takes the 
 pressure off the cursed weather that infected us all winter this year.  We’re not intending to run a 
 million KN rounds, but at least if we run them successfully at the start of the year, then there are 
 enough rounds in 2023 to give a meaningful spread of points.   Hopefully one of the other clubs is 
 able to get a venue, and do some rounds too, such that it’s not just a 100% grass series.  It’d be 
 great to get a mix of grass, gravel, tarmac (snow?).  That way a bunch of different types of vehicle 
 of high and low power get a shot at being competitive.. 

 That’s it from me for now, see you probably in a paddock with cones! 
 Leon 

 Flying Fish Enterprises Ltd 
 46a MacLean St,Paraparaumu Beach 

 Len Fisher : -Phone 0274 390 308 
 Adam Fisher Phone 0274 577 149 

 Email  elfish9@gmail.com 
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 Glazing 
 etc 
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 Some of Len’s WRC fotos 
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 Al visited Taranaki once more 
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 SEND THIS TO:  Harbour Capital Car Club (Inc) 
 P.O. Box 4102 Wellington 

 New Zealand 
 First Name/s  Surname 
 Other family 

 Members name 

 Address: 
 Residential 

 Postal address 
 (if different) 

 Home Phone  Business 
 Phone 

 Mobile 
 Email 

 Occupation 
 Make & Model or car / s 

 How did you find out about us 

 My interests are in – (Mark relevant areas) 
 Not much  Some  Lots 

 Speed Events 
 Rallies 

 Motorkhanas 
 Car Trials 

 Social Events etc 
 I am prepared to help on: - (You may be contacted if help is required 
 Trials  Motorkhanas  Speed  Rallies 

 Annual Subscription:  Make cheques payable to:  Harbour Capital Car Club 
 Normal Member:  $ 45.00 p.a. 

 Family:  $ 55.00 p.a.  for a couple plus $10 for each additional family member 
 Student:  $ 35.00 p.a. 

 Amount enclosed:  $ 
 Or Direct Credit into the Bank Account     (Please put your name in the reference)  BNZ  02 0500 

 0351392-02  - Harbour Capital Car Club  www.hccc.org.nz 
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 Some from Leon’s awesome  WRC collection 
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