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WHO'S WHO & WHAT'S WHAT 
 

 
Home Work Email 

 
PRESIDENT Leon Cast 027 699 6838   mowogeditor@yahoo.com 
 
CLUB CAPTAIN Webster Gough 233-8030        webstergough23@gmail.com 
POINTS KEEPER 
 
SOCIAL 
CONVENOR Mark Rutherford           027 706 9143 
 
SECRETARY Brian Craig 239 9542 471 7746  brian.craig@WSP.com 

 
TREASURER Jilly Fisher 027 230 5801  4jilly.hu@gmail.com 
 
COMMITTEE 

John Tennent  021-058 9807   johntennent.45@gmail.com 
Adam Fisher  027 457 7149   flyingfish.adam@gmail.com 

Alan Groves                021 249 8617                         alan.biddy@xtra.co.nz 
Dave Wilce  233 9757 027 533 9757 

Paul Tapper  021 900171.    paul.a.tapper@gmail.com 

 
WMSA Rep Dave Wilce 233 9757 0275 339 757 
 
WHEELSPIN  Len Fisher 06 364 5336 027 4390 308  elfish9@gmail.com 
 
CLUB SCRUTINEERS 
Leon Cast 027 699 6838 
Alan Groves 021 249 8617                          
Neil Roots 526 7510 027 248 3979 
Adam Fisher 027 457 7149 
 
WEBSITE:  www.hccc.org.nz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COVER PHOTO 
Jilly going for it Aug Autocross 

Committee : 3rd TUESDAY : 1841 Disraeli Street Johnsonville, 7:30pm, everybody welcome 

Club-night : 1st TUESDAY of the month, 1841 Disraeli Street Johnsonville, 7:30 pm. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wheelspin is the official magazine of the Harbour Capital Car Club, PO Box 4102, Wellington. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Club or Committee. 

To other Car Club Editors:     While we do not object to other magazines using articles or material from our 
Wheelspin, we do appreciate recognition of the source of said material. Originals are usually available on 

request. 

 
DEADLINE 

The Deadline for Wheelspin articles is the 20th of the month approx. 
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CLUB NIGHT 
 

1841 Pub (Upstairs) 
1 Disraeli St, Johnsonville (next to the BP) 

 

TUESDAY 1st September 2020 @ 7:30
 

 
 

Article September 

 

The drought has at last broken, the Corolla has been out of the garage twice, in 
anger.  Well, once in fun, and once in some degree of frustration! 

 

The long awaited first event for the Corolla since November last year (wince) was 

Mangahao Dam, which is my favourite bit of gravel thus far (I don’t claim to have had 
all that much range of gravel experience though). 
 

The wake up call was positively offensively early in the morning.  I can’t recall exactly 
how early, as I have tried to blank it from my mind.  I think about the only good 

thing was, my neighbour was away, meaning the car stayed in the garage the night 
before, so I didn’t have to defog it for ten minutes before starting the drive 

Northward. 
 

It was pretty bloody cold in the pits, which is about standard there, as it doesn’t get 

any direct sun for a while.  An unwelcome addition to the car park was a sodding big 
container, probably there for completely valid reasons, but most definitely made life 

difficult in the car park for us. 
 

We were warned at driver’s briefing that the road had suffered quite badly due to the 

amount of rain that had been inflicting the world in general for some time prior to the 
event.  They were assuredly not kidding. 
 

Mark Rutherford was there for the first time, so he came up the hill with me.  Luckily 
his helmet isn’t compatible with my intercom, or there may have been quite a few 

uses of colourful language during the process of getting to the top of the hill. 
 

Even the one straight bit over the rocks, past a marshal point was so badly carved 
that I actually was zig zagging my way through it, to try to find a non destructive 

line. 
 

It was a really frustrating practice run, and I decided that given the condition of the 

road, and my lack of interest in rebuilding my suspension, I was going to put in one 
official timed run, then pack it in. 
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The first timed run showed that the road was continuing to fall to bits, and we got 
launched off the ground fairly nicely on a few occasions just through ruts.  So that 

was me for the day.  Didn’t even bother putting the good tyres on the front, got a 
lousy result, and not much driving.   About the only positive I can come up with, is 

that I drove the car there, and was able to drive it home again.  So that was my 
“frustration” day. 
 

Thank goodness though, the Neil’s Wheels Rubber Duck autocross was a blast!  So 
that made up for only doing 50% of the miles at Shannon. 
 

We had a whopper of an entry, ending up with 48 drivers, in the usual highly eclectic 
collection of vehicles.   We had Tallguy racing in the Falcon, Tim Box running some 

sort of soccer mum diesel SUV thing (Ford Kuga, if you’re being specific), Ian in the 
Escudo (after the intended race Peugeot diesel stationwagon dropped a large quantity 

of fluid on the trailer) tow vehicle, and basically  half a paddock worth of Corolla 
variations. 
 

Two of my ex cars were there, with the Albaru DeTomato, and the PC Toyota 
Schitz.  So that was a bit of a laugh. 
 

Mark, Geoff and I wandered about the paddock, being chased by Adam towing a 

trailer full of cones.  We zig zagged between the gnarly bits as best we could, and set 
out a fairly flowing course, just in case the ground had taken enough of a soaking 

that we dug out corners.  Once again, I forgot my gumboots ... whoops.  Race boots 
are basically a sponge, with laces. 
 

We had LOADS of juniors running, which was utterly brilliant to see.  To try to ease 
them into the skids on grass experience, we put on some more intro laps for them, 

and allowed the “dad in passenger seat” option where they wanted it. 
 

You’ll certainly recognise the Junior’s surnames ... Seabright, Jopson, Mason 

(x2).  Along with a duo of Carvers.  Seems to be the season for the next generation 
to hit the sort of age where they can come out for a play. 
 

There was a damn fine demonstration of the apple not falling far from the tree with 
the Mason twins (in identical, but different Corollas).  That was battle royal from start 

to finish, with some completely sideways handbrake antics from start to finish too 
(clearly it’s genetic).   Exactly how much were they twinning?  Well over two courses, 

the gap between them was 0.3 of a second.   Though to give you an idea of how 

competitive that end of the field was, there were actually two other drivers sitting in 
between the twins in the results. 
 

Vinnie and Annabelle Carver both put in a good solid drive all day.  They just kept 
getting quicker and quicker each run, as the confidence grew.  A couple of cones 

were mowed down in the process, but that’s exactly what this sort of event is 
for.  Gain some practice, run into some very low consequence objects. 
 

Ethan was having a good day of it in the Honda.  Though dad “helped” during one of 
the tiki tour runs with some handbrake application, causing dad to then have to go 

back and put a cone back up again.  To be fair, this is exactly how you’d expect Steve 
to go ... he threatened to come back at some stage with the Escort, so that could be 

a giggle. 
 

Ryan and Jody Seabright were competing in a recently purchased KP Starlet rally 

car.  I don’t know the details of the car, but it certainly looks fairly serious, and 
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sounded like some brutal clutch and diff noises when it was departing the 
line.   Haven’t seen Jody behind the wheel since Slipway days in his Mirage road 

car.  But he doesn’t appear to have lost any fire. 
 

Along with the gang of juniors, Brent and Paula Reddington came down from Hawkes 

Bay, bringing an accumulation of speedway drivers with them!  So we’ve probably 
never had such a good collection of out of towners running. 
 

Unfortunately for Andrew and Kaila, their BMW did BMW things, choosing to evacuate 
the cooling system.  Luckily for them, it was a trailered club car anyway, and they 

jumped cars into some Corolla’s and carried right on racing. 
 

Despite the BMW antics, I think Michael in the Familia gets the hard luck award for 

the day, as he backed into a post in the car park.  On the positive side, the post was 
extremely rotten, so it just fell over, rather than causing too much damage.  On the 

negative side, I guess there’s going to be a repair bill for a new post! 

 

We had two runs at the first course, then three at the second course.  Although as 

the temperature dropped away in the afternoon, the times actually got slower.  So 
possibly not a lot of point (other than random skids) in running that late in the day, 

during winter anyway. 
 

The second course was a bit quicker, with some long sections where you could walk 
the car around on the throttle quite well, if you were so inclined.  Though there were 

also some bits that playing too much with the throttle might lead you into some 
unintended corner entry speed and angles.  So that was fun. 
 

The pointy end of the field (as compared to the posty end of the field, sorry Michael) 
was pretty intense for competition.  Neil and Al ending up in a dead heat in the first 

course, followed not very closely by Adam and myself. 
 

Over in the rear skidders part of the paddock, Dean and Keith were swapping times 

all day in their respective MX5’s.  Though using very different methods.  The Herd 
MX5 is stock height (about 20 feet off the ground), and about 5psi tyre 

pressure.  Meantime Keith was running semi slicks on the back of his (because more 
tread than his road tyres), and is in a lowered car.  Though we were all wincing at 

some of the bash and crash noises emerging from Keith’s car.  Brendon Norling was 
trying to keep up with them, putting in a tidy drive in the Altezza.  But it’s a big car 

by comparison, and power definitely was not helping on the day, but he kept it clear 

of the John in the AE86, and came home third in class. 
 

Four wheel drive was a bit less of a close fight, with Geoff running away with it,  but 

with Brendon and Andrew running pretty much the same times as each other (and in 
the same car).  You knew when Brendon was driving, as you could hear the limiter 

bashing from all over the paddock. Michael and Ian (Familia and Escudo respectively) 
were having a good fight for fourth position too. 
 

At the end of the day, the top 10 was : Neil, Al, Adam, me, Brent (all in EOD), Dean, 
Keith (both in ENOD),  Geoff (first of the 4wd cars), Mark, and then Webster. 
 

So it was the front drivers, followed by a pair of MX5’s in a surprisingly high overall 
position.  The greasy surface really meant that the four wheel drives were struggling 

to turn.  We didn’t really dry out the paddock, or dig any holes.  So we knocked the 
grass off, and then basically just slid around on the top layer of dirt all day. 

As always, heaps of people stepped up and helped during the day, with cones, timing, 
cooking, wrangling the line.  Without you guys helping us out like that, we’d probably 
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be lucky to get half the numbers of runs done that we did.   So thanks to all the 
people from all the different clubs, for making it an excellent day out.  It’s a bloody 

good little community we have going. 
 

Thanks go of course to Neil’s Wheels, our naming sponsor, and supplier of all those 

nice cold drinks during the day, Wairarapa Car Club for the use of their paddock and 
rooms, and Nationwide Fire Protection (Jeff Ward) who has supplied the extinguishers 

that we sincerely hope to never have to use. 
 

Our next round (weather willing) is SATURDAY (he shouted) September 19th.  Also if 

you’re interested in making a weekend of it, Wairarapa is running a sealed bent sprint 
using we believe the drag strip, and some return road.  Though I don’t know their 

exact layout intention. 
 

Third round, we’re still awaiting date confirmation. 
 

Motorsport NZ AGCM was a Zoom conference thanks to Covid levels, and was a little 
bit frustrating, because half the point of the day is the networking.  However, them’s 

the rules, and I’d have been quite reluctant to attend a big conference in person 
these days.  We got what I think was the first apology from the top table for poor 

communication around the building sale.  But then the good will of the apology was 

largely undone by the Pres scolding everyone for airing opinions on social media.  So, 
yeah, that was a thing.  Will be probably more interesting to see what happens next 

AGCM, especially if there’s noteworthy elections. 
 

Right, that’s enough out of me.  Got a bit excited, because I had something to write 

about this time. 
 

See you somewhere with cones and enthusiasm! 

 

Leon 
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CLUBNIGHT 
 

Watch out for the next 
exciting speaker. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Flying Fish Enterprises Ltd 
 

103 Atkinson Ave, Otaki Beach, Otaki 
Len Fisher : -Phone 0274 390 308 
Adam Fisher Phone 0274 577 149 

Email elfish9@gmail.com 
 

For All Household maintenance & 
building, including General repairs, 

Painting, 
Water blasting, 

Glazing 
etc 

 

mailto:elfish9@gmail.com
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SEND THIS TO: Harbour Capital Car Club (Inc) 

P.O. Box 4102 
Wellington 

New Zealand 
 

First Name/s  Surname  

Other family 
Members name 

  

   

   

Address: 
Residential 

 
 
 

Postal address 
(if different) 

 
 

Home Phone  
Business 

Phone 
 

Mobile    

Email  

Occupation  

Make & Model or car / s 

 

How did you find out about us 

 

My interests are in – (Mark relevant areas) 

 Not much Some Lots 

Speed Events    

Rallies    

Motorkhanas    

Car Trials    

Social Events etc    

I am prepared to help on: - (You may be contacted if help is required 

Trials Motorkhanas Speed Rallies 

Annual Subscription:       Make cheques payable to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
 

Normal Member: $ 45.00 p.a. 
Family: $ 55.00 p.a. for a couple plus $10 for each additional family member 

Student: $ 35.00 p.a. 
 

Amount enclosed: $ 
 

Or Direct Credit into the Bank Account     (Please put your name in the reference) 
BNZ 02 0500 0351392-02  - Harbour Capital Car Club 

www.hccc.org.nz  

 

 

http://www.hccc.org.nz/
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August Autocross photos 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


