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WHO'S WHO & WHAT'S WHAT 
 
  Home Work Email 
 
PRESIDENT Leon Cast 478 3438 0276996 838 mowogeditor@yahoo.com 
 
CLUB CAPTAIN Webster Gough 2338 601                  websterg@paradise.net.nz 
POINTS KEEPER 
 
SOCIAL 
 CONVENOR Dave Wilce 233 9757 0275 339 757    
 
SECRETARY Brian Craig 239 9542 471 7746 brian.craig@opus.co.nz 
 
TREASURER Jilly Hutson 475 5599 463 0461 4jilly@clear.net.nz 
 
COMMITTEE John Tennent 475 9619  johntennent@xtra.co.nz 
   Andrew Thomson 027 2605 830 
   Adam Fisher  027 4577 149 
   Roger Lyon  027 4911 129 
 
WMSA Rep Dave Wilce 233 9757 0275 339 757    
 
SOCIAL CONVENOR  Dave Wilce 233 9757 0275 339 757    
 
WHEELSPIN  Len Fisher 06 364 5336 0274 390 308 elfish9@gmail.com 

Or mail to 6, Macalister Pl, Miramar 
 
CLUB SCRUTINEERS Wayne Gair 236 7541 
 Neil Roots 526 7510 027 248 3979 
 Cy Guest 526 6170 021 304253 
 Adam Fisher 027 4577149 
 
WEBSITE:  www.hccc.org.nz 
 
 

 
COVER PHOTO 

Ian Atkinson at the Taupo Classic Rally 
 

Harbour Capital Car Club Clubnight 
First Wednesday of the month : 1841 Disraeli Street Johnsonville 

 
 

Committee Meeting 3rd Wednesday of the month, 1841 Disraeli Street Johnsonville, 7:30 pm. Note:— 
anyone is welcome to attend committee meetings. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wheelspin is the official magazine of the Harbour Capital Car Club, PO Box 4102, Wellington.   
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Club or Committee. 
To other Car Club Editors:     While we do not object to other magazines using articles or material from our 
Wheelspin, we do appreciate recognition of the source of said material. Originals are usually available on 
request. 

 
DEADLINE 

The Deadline for Wheelspin articles is the 20th of the month approx. 
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Clubnight 
 

1841 Pub (Upstairs) 
1 Disraeli St, Johnsonville (next to the BP) 

 

Wednesday the 4th September 2013 @7:30  

 

 
 
A pretty decent sort of a month worth of Corolla motoring for me this month, with two fun events, 
one local and cheap (sealed autocross) with me in the driver’s seat, the second event being a tiny 
bit further away and not quite so cheap (Taupo tarmac rally) in the passenger side of the car. 
 
Hutt Valley used a different section of the subdivision for the sealed autocross this time, and ended 
up with a nice sweeping corner, then some wiggly bits which could mostly be negotiated at fairly 
reasonable speeds in second gear.  A nice change after the drag race with some hand brake turns 
in it … not a style of course that tends to suit a low powered Corolla with an utterly useless factory 
Toyota handbrake!  My handbrake cables are now stretched to the point where not a hell of a lot 
happens when you ask the back wheels to lock up. 
They did Scrutineering early for non logbook and new competitors, to avoid the logjam that 
happened last time when a whole lot of new folk turned up, with quite a few fairly serious non 
compliance issues.  So that went pretty well, and the event I believe actually might have got 
underway earlier than scheduled, which is a bit of a miracle for a motorsport event. 
With 43 starters it was always going to be a pretty busy day, and that definitely turned out to be the 
case!  Non stop action, with Aaron in the drift V8 Silvia depositing the insides of the engine onto the 
road.  Webster very carefully delivered a con-rod that wasn’t looking exactly factory original 
condition, back to the pits, carried with a stick (things inside engines get fair warmish). 
Tim was looking just ridiculously quick now that the Camry V6 repowered MR2 is featuring boost, 
courtesy of a supercharger.  Taking what was a very quick vehicle, and moving it up a league. 
At the end of the day though, Pete Collins demonstrated again that you can’t underestimate a well 
thought out drive, in a well set up car, and brought his red Corolla home in first place, followed by a 
spectacular Webster in the Starlet turbo, then Tim in third.  So that made a HCCC “Engine Over 
Driving Wheels” 1,2,3. 
First and second in four wheel drive were Loren and Al, in their respective Sti coupes. 
The next motoring mission was a bit further up the island, as Andrew Thomson and I were going up 
to have another go at the Taupo rally (held on Taupo racetrack).  Basically it’s just too much fun to 
not keep doing.  When they take all the straight bits out of that track, it’s a definite giggle to drive 
around.  With a 1600cc Corolla, the straights aren’t exactly the highlight of your motoring day. 
It was looking like being a pretty decent Wellington turn out too, with Brent and Julie in their Corolla, 
Gary and Neil in the Honda/Toyota/Starlet/Integra hybrid, Ian Atkinson in the Porsche 944 (now 
yellow), and Ian Hendra in the Barina Gti. 
Andrew and I started the day trying a combination of slicks on the front and semi’s on the rear (as 
we found last year, that the slicks on the rear had to be babied for a full lap before they offered any 
grip).  
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Turned out that wasn’t exactly the winning formula, as the car steadily became too unbalanced as 
the slicks warmed up, and we had a not a bad sort of a spin coming into the downhill dipper section.  
So after the first stage, Webster was called into action and a big wheel juggle around then ensued, 
with worn slicks going onto the rear, and a brand new pair of slicks on the front.  Unfortunately this 
meant the entire next stage had to be driven at about 6/10ths to scrub in the new tyres so as to not 
completely kill them.  This lost us a ton of time, but did set up the rest of the day well for a good 
attack. 

 
Semi’s off, slicks on! 

Brent and Julie had a start to the day that you just really couldn’t have seen coming.  Basically 
nothing it turned out was shut, so they accelerated out of the pits, the rear hatch popped open, and 
then the bonnet opened and wrapped itself over the roof.  Not exactly a great start to the rally. 
Turns out that it wasn’t going to be a great day for HCCC in general, as Gary’s Starlet killed a 
driveshaft in a fairly spectacular manner, and deposited it largely intact right on the braking line into 
one of the chicanes.  As well as making that particular chicane a smidge more challenging, it 
brought Gary and Neil’s run to a frustratingly early start.  Particularly considering how competitive 
they were at the Manfeild round. 
Luckily it seems that the Porsche and Andrew’s Corolla were not struck down with the run of bad 
luck, so we continued our way through the day with no real drama. 
Andrew and I had another spin just due to cold slicks, but it was at a fairly low speed section of 
course, so didn’t lose us much time. 
Some of the cars out there racing were just incredible.  There was a 3 series BMW with the BMW 
V8 shoehorned into it, with a rainbow colour scheme from head to toe (including the engine).  Neil 
Allport had a beautiful little Mk1 Escort that he was sliding around utterly ruthlessly.  There was the 
debut of Euan Beattie’s Group B Nissan 240RS.  Generally just more amazing cars than you could 
shake a stick at. 
 

 
Got a bit too familiar with seeing the Starlet parked up 
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BBQ, serious business. 

It was a fairly good social kind of a weekend too, as we gathered the troops as much as possible to 
enjoy BBQ’d goodness, both during and after the event. 
There’s a really excellent atmosphere, and some very cool cars … if you’re able to do suggest that 
it’s a good event to have a crack at.  They’re even running an open event that four wheel drives can 
have a go at too. 

 

 
Very tasty 240RS 
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Slightly restyled front end treatment on the Sellens AE82 

Not too much in the way of other news, other than to say, if you’re in the market for a new HCCC T-
shirt, we’ve now got some 100% cotton ones, so they’re a bit less inclined to get stinky than the 
previous ones!  Plus they’re more suitable for wearing under overalls during motorsport events. 
We’re STILL waiting hopefully for Slipway to return to action, as they work through a noise control 
plan, which while it would very strictly restrict our ability to use the venue, is a lot better than the 
alternative of having no venue at all. 
1841 Bar in J’ville is still serving up yummy foods, and we’ve got a guest speaker this month. 
We’re looking too at running another round of go-karts, as that’s always a good fun evening out, 
with a bit of healthy competition thrown in …  

Leon 
 
 

 
Flying Fish Enterprises Ltd 

 
6 Macalister Pl, Miramar, Wellington 

Len Fisher : -Phone 64 6 364 5336 Mobile 0274 390 308 
Adam Fisher Phone 0274 577 149 

Fax 64 6 364 5331 
Email elfish@farmside.co.nz 

 

 
 
 

For All Household maintenance & building, 
including General repairs,  

Painting, 
 Water blasting, 

 Glazing 
etc 

 
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two tired. 



 
7 

 

 
 

ROAD, RACE AND RALLY TYRES 
 

KUMHO TYRES           FIRESTONE TYRES 
 

RETREADS                       SHERPA RETREADS IN STOCK 
2nd HAND RALLY TYRES FROM $25 

Fitting & Balancing Service available 
 

Discount for Club Members 
 

Ph Neil 027 248 3979 (bus.)  04 526 7510 (hm) 
 

 
Tappet chatter 
Just so you know: - We don’t miss much and we will print everything. We never let the 
truth get in the way of a good story and we will not be intimidated. We can however be 
bribed, but we can’t guarantee that it won’t be published anyway!  

 
Note: We trust our informants’ 100% and would never question their reliability! 
 
 

 
How about sending me some folks? 

 
 
 

You feel stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 
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This photo was taken by a soldier in Afghanistan of a helicopter rescue mission.  

Oh To Be 12 Again... 
 
A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, observing his wife, looking at herself in the mirror. 
 
Since her birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like to have for her Birthday. 
 
'I'd like to be twelve again', she replied, still looking in the mirror. 
 
On the morning of her Birthday, he arose early, made her a nice big bowl of Coco Pops, and then 
took her to Alton Towers theme park. ─ What a day! 
 
He put her on every ride in the park; the Death Slide, the Corkscrew, the Wall of Fear, the 
Screaming Monster Roller Coaster, everything there was. Five hours later they staggered out of the 
theme park.  
 
Her head was reeling and her stomach felt upside down. 
 
He then took her to a Mc Donald's where he ordered her a Happy Meal with extra fries and a 
chocolate shake. 
 
Then it was off to the cinema with popcorn, a huge Cola, and her favourite sweets......M&M's. 
What a fabulous adventure! 
 
Finally she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed into bed exhausted. 
 
He leaned over his wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, 
 
'Well dear, what was it like being twelve again?'  
 
Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed. 'I meant my dress size, you 
retard!!!!' 
 
The moral of the story: Even when a man is listening, he is gonna get it wrong.  
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Paddy McCoy, an elderly Irish farmer, received a letter from the Department for Work & Pensions 
stating that they suspected he was not paying his employees the statutory minimum wage and they 
would send an inspector to interview them. 
 
On the appointed day, the inspector turned up. "Tell me about your staff," he asked Paddy. 
 
"Well," said Paddy, "there's the farm hand, I pay him £240 a week, and he has a free cottage. 
 
Then there's the housekeeper. She gets £190 a week, along with free board and lodging. 
 
There's also the half-wit. He works a 16 hour day, does 90% of the work, earns about £25 a week 
along with a bottle of whisky and, as a special treat, occasionally gets to sleep with my wife." 
 
"That's disgraceful" said the inspector, "I need to interview the half-wit." 
 

"That'll be me then," said Paddy. 

 
Crew for Marty & Flying Fish at Far North Rally ─ DNF 
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I was in Countdown with the wife, and out of the blue she says, “You are one hell of a lazy bastard”. 
 

Well, fuck me ─ I nearly fell out of the trolley! 
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Wellington Motorsport Association Calendar 2013  31  Autocross (gravel) Kapiti Otaihanga  

September 1  Race (Winter Series #4)) Mspt Manwatu Manfeild  
 7  Rally (NZRC Round 5)  Possum Bourne  
 8  Autocross (seal) Hutt Valley Trentham KN 
 11  Night Trial Harbour Capital Titahi Bay NT 
 15 WG 

PT? 
Sealed Sprint 
Intermarque Sprint 

Wellington Shelly Bay 
Manfeild 

DM 
IM 

 22  Sprint (Rd & Track #1/2) Mspt Manawatu Manfeild  
 28  Rally (Classic)  Taupo  
October 5  Rally (NZRC Round 6)  Wairarapa  
 13  Autocross (gravel) Kapiti Otaihanga  
 20  Gravel Sprint Levin Waiorongomai Road GS 
 26th to 

3 Nov 
 Rally (Targa)    

 27 JR Sealed Sprint Hutt Valley Port Road DM 
Labour Day 28  Autocross / Motorkhana (seal) Hutt Valley Trentham KN 
November 2  Sprint (Rd & Track #2/2) Mspt Manawatu Manfeild  
 3 AW Sealed Sprint 

Sprint (Rd & Track #3/2) 
Wairarapa 
Mspt Manawatu 

Admiral Road 
Manfeild 

DM 

 10  Race (MG Classic) MG Manfeild  
 17  Autocross (grass) 

Sealed Sprint 
Hutt Valley 
Dannevirke C C 

Silvers tream 
Blairgowrie Road 

KN 

 18  WMSA Meeting (Calendar)  HVMC Clubrooms  
 21 All Stewards Meeting  Stokes Valley  
 24 GG Gravel Sprint Wairarapa Dorsets Road GS 
December 1  Autocross (gravel) Kapiti Otaihanga KN 
 22  Sprint (Rd & Track #4/2) Mspt Manawatu Manfeild  
  

 Abbreviations  Club Contacts  Stewards 
KN Kim Naylor Autocross Series Levin 027 442 1639 (Chris) AW Alan Wright 
DM Duncan McKenzie Sealed Sprint Series Hutt Valley 027 439 7616 (Neil) GG Gordon Gandy 
ST Stewards Trophy Motorkhana Series Wellington 021 717 676 (Jody) GM Gus McMillan 
VB Vesta Bat tery round of ST series  Harbour Capital 027 6996 838 (Leon) JR John Rapley 
GS Gravel Sprint Series Kapiti 027 446 9986 (Bryan) PT Paul Te Punga 
RT Road and Track Sprint Series Wairarapa 027 627 8005 (Mort) SM Stephen Marks 
RS Rallysprint Series MG 04 970 8644 (Terry) TS Tracey Stringer 
IM The Surgery Intermarque Sprint Series Intermarque 027 232 2523 (Alan) WG Wayne Gair 
Nat National meet ing     
NT Night T rial Series     

  
 
 

 
 

Kingsley & Waverley Jones 7th o/a on Far North rally 
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Corner of Hokio & Hamaria Roads, Levin 
 
 

AUTOMOTION MOTORSPORT... 
 

STILL THE BEST ROLLCAGES AT THE BEST PRICES, 
GRASS ROOTS TO TIER-1 

 

PRICES START FROM $1500* 
*Conditions Apply – please enquire 

 

 
All Motorsport Engineering – your ideas turned into reality 

 
 
 

 

Phone: (06) 368-6684 
Mobile: (027) 5302614 
AUTOMOTION-MOTORSPORT@xtra.co. nz 

Ken Douglas
P.O. Box 216

Levin 5540  
 
 
 
 
 

A wife says to her husband, "what would you do if I won Lotto?" 
 

He says, "I'd take half, then leave you." 
 

"Excellent," she replies, "I won $12, here's $6 - now piss off!" 
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August Winter Series photos from Dave Wilce: 
 

 
Steven Marks and Ray Hartley on the dummy grid 

 
David Graham in the Datsun 
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And more Taupo: 
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Ode to a Castellated Nut A Poem by Gregg G Guydish © 2002 
 

I gaze upon your steely walls, 
That hold your keep secure, 

Hexagonal battlements, 
That protect which you hold dear. 

 
Bind that stud close to your heart, 

Safe within your keep, 
A holey task you must preserve, 

For to lose it is to weep. 
 

But man is stronger than mere bands of iron, And he pries your merlons free, There to wrest you 
from your grasp, Ignorant of your quiet plea. 

 
Though your defences have been breached, And your ramparts so assailed, You will resume your 

silent task, Or my steering will be failed. 
 

Spun again onto your home, 
Lo these twenty years past, 

I torque you up nice and tight, 
So continue, you may be, to last. 

 
As I cinch you down to your prescribed FLB, And align your crenels with your hole, I ponder the 

battles your walls have seen, Time, and elements, that scathe along your boll. 
 

Here beneath my merry chariot, 
You labour valiantly to hold, 

Against the onslaught of nature and earth, Persevering through the heat and cold. 
 

But just to be certain that you do not fail, I slip in the pin and so it arose, Then bent it over and 
secured it, With a bang across your nose.  

 

 
Taupo Classic Rally
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Transparent "Ghost" Car Sells for $308,000 Published August 01, 2011 
 

   
 
The 1939 Pontiac Deluxe Six "Ghost Car," first displayed at the New York World's Fair and later at 
the Smithsonian Institution, was sold Saturday for $308,000.  
Originally built for $25,000, the car with a Plexiglas body was the first transparent car built in 
America. 
 
Another was built the following year, but its whereabouts are unknown.  
 
"This is the only one known to exist," said Alain Squindo, a car specialist for RM Auctions, which 
held the auction for the "Ghost Car" and other specialty vehicles in Plymouth, Mich. "It's a very 
original car." 
 
The Ghost Car was first displayed at the 1939/1940 New York World's Fair, Squindo said. It toured 
a number of dealerships, and then was at the Smithsonian in Washington DC for a number of years.  
 
It has been owned by the same family since the 1980s. "They were rather sad to see their beloved 
car go," Squindo said. He could not disclose the name of the buyer.  
 
The car has 86 miles on it, picked up by being driven in and out of dealerships for displays. It was a 
collaboration between GM and Rohm & Haas chemical company, which made the Plexiglas. 
Structural metal underneath was given a copper wash and all hardware, including the dashboard 
was chrome-plated.  
 
Just two were ever made and this model, which has a three-speed manual transmission, is the last 
of its kind.  
 
Seventy-two years of wear: The Plexiglas does have some chips and cracks but is mostly in good 
condition, according to auction notes  
 
Not for touring: The collectible is unlikely to be seen on the road  
 
Transparent: Wires and a spare wheel can be seen through the trunk of the car  
 
A spokesman for RM Auctions said: 'The car is in a remarkable state of preservation.  
 
'It's a testament to the longevity of Plexiglas in an era when automotive plastics tended to self-
destruct within a few years.  
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'This motor still turns heads as much as it ever did. It is not, obviously, suited for touring but as a 
unique artifact from automotive and cultural history.'  
 
Mechanics: The model has an L-head six-cylinder engine, coil spring independent front suspension, 
live rear axle with semi-elliptic leaf springs, and four-wheel hydraulic drum brakes  
 
Turning back the clock: The dial on the 1939 car shows the wear of its 72 years  
 
At the wheel: The steering wheel features rings of chrome-plated hardware, and Pontiac's insignia 
in red  
 
The material went on to be used in military planes during World War II and then expanded in to 
signs, lighting, fixtures, trains and other cars.  
 
Rohm & Haas used drawings for the Pontiac four-door Touring Sedan to create an exact replica 
body out of the transparent acrylic.  
 
It was later owned by a succession of Pennsylvania Pontiac dealers. It appeared at the first annual 
meet of the new Pontiac-Oakland Club International in 1973 and was purchased by Don Barlup of 
New Cumberland, Pennsylvania. Barlup commissioned a partial restoration from S&H Pontiac of 
Harrisburg and sold it to collector Leo Gephart in 1979.  
   
The current owner's father purchased it from Gephart in the early 1980s, and it has remained in the 
same family ever since.  
   
Not surprisingly, it has no conventional vehicle identification number; even the machined boss for 
the engine number is blank.  
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A  doctor on his morning walk, noticed the older lady, pictured above, sitting on her front step smoking a 

cigar, so he walked up to her and said, "I couldn't help but notice how happy you look! What is your secret?"  
 

"I smoke ten cigars a day," she said. "Before I go to bed, I smoke a nice big joint. Apart from that, I drink a 
whole bottle of Jim Beam every week, and eat only junk food. On weekends, I pop pills, get laid, and don't 

exercise at all..."  
 

     "That is absolutely amazing! How old are you?"  
 

    "Thirty-four," she replied. 
 

 
Taupo Classic rally
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For all your Electrical Installation, 
Maintenance & Service needs. 

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
 

Ph Neil 027 248 3979 (bus.)  Or 04 526 7510 (home) 
 

Special: Cable Ties 200mm long (red only) $2.75 incl GST for 50 or $5.00 for 100. Great for 
tidying up your wiring loom  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

30 years later you can carry all of this in your pocket.
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SEND THIS TO: Harbour Capital Car Club (Inc)  
 P.O. Box 4102 
 Wellington 
 New Zealand 
 

First Name/s  Surname  

Other family 
Members name   

   

   

Address: 
Residential 

 
 
 

Postal address (if 
different) 

 
 

Home Phone  Business 
Phone  

Mobile    

Email  

Occupation  

Make & Model or car / s 
 

How did you find out about us 
 

My interests are in – (Mark relevant areas) 
 Not much Some Lots 

Speed Events    
Rallies    
Motorkhanas    
Car Trials    
Social Events etc    
I am prepared to help on: - (You may be contacted if help is required 

Trials Motorkhanas Speed Rallies 

Annual Subscription:       Make cheques payable to: Harbour Capital Car Club 
 
Normal Member: $ 35.00 p.a. 
Couples: $ 40.00 p.a. ($5 for each additional family member) 
Student: $ 25.00 p.a. 
 
Amount enclosed: $ 
 
Or Direct Credit into the Bank Account     (Please put your name in the reference) 
BNZ 02 0500 0351392-02  - Harbour Capital Car Club 

www.hccc.org.nz   
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More Taupo photos from Leon & Brian Craig 

  

  

 

 

  
  
  
 


